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TO THE PARISHIONERS OF. COGGESHALIL, 


These Lectures, 
DELIVERED IN THEIR PARISH CHURCH, 
During the Scason of Lent, 1822, 
AND DESIGNED FOR THEIR CONFIRMATION 
IN THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
AND AT THE SAME TIME, 
‘‘ By sound Doctrine both to exhort and to convince Gainsayers,” 


ARE INSCRIBED, 


WITH A SINCERE DESIRE AND PRAYER, 
THAT UNDER THE DIVINE BLESSING, 


THEY MAY SUBSERVE THEIR SPIRITUAL EDIFICATION, 


BY THEIR AFFECTIONATE 


FRIEND AND PASTOR, 


E. W. MATHEW. 
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PREFACE, 


Hereticat notions respecting the person of 
Christ, very early interrupted the peace of the 
Church. The Apostle Jude seems to refer to them, 
when he characterises some in his day who were 
guilty of “ denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” | 


The followers of Noetus, of Smyrna, about A.D. 
220, and of Sabellius, of Ptolemais, in Lybia, about 
A.D. 255,. propagated their sentiments respecting the 
Trinity; allowing three denominations or characters 
in the Godhead, but denying the personality of the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. They taught that the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are one sub- 
sistence or hypostasis, and one person with three 
names. It appears that a great many Christians em- 
braced these notions, from the frequent mention made 
of the Sabellians, by the early writers and fathers of 
the Church. 


Arius, the founder of a sect, called after him Arians, 
about the commencement of the fourth century, pub- 


lished his peculiar notions respecting the person of 
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Christ. His sentiments are not easily to be defined ; 
but he differed from the orthodox in denying the 
consubstantiality of the Son. with the Father. He 
took a kind of middle course between Sabellianisin 
and Socinianism, allowing a distinction of persons in 
the Godhead; and owning Christ to be God, and yet 
at the same time maintaining that he was inferior to 
the Father even in regard to his Divinity. The Church 
was much harrassed by disputes on these points be- 
tween Arius, and Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria; 
which led to the assembling of the famous council of 
Nice, A.D. 335: and at length Arius and his followers 
were banished. But being recalled by Constantine, 
and having summoned a council at Tyre, they pro- 
cured the banishment of Athanasius, the great cham- 
pion of the Trinitarians, and the inflexible opponent 
of Arius, into Gaul. After the death of Constantine, 
the Arians were favoured by Constantius, till his death 
in 365. Subsequently to which there were many 
changes, each party opposing the other, according to 
the interest of each with the civil powers, till the ac- 
cession of Theodosius the Great, A.D. 379. This Em- 
peror extirpated the Arians from his dominions; and 
they were confined in the public profession of their 
sentiments, to the Goths and Vandals. Hunneric, the 
Arian King of the Vandals (who had been driven out 


of Spain into Africa), was a fierce persecutor of those 
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who maintained the doctrine of the Trinity, whom he 
commanded to meet A.D. 484 in council, to establish 
their doctrine by Scripture; which when they had 
accomplished, they were treated with the greatest 
cruelties; many had their tongues cut out, and were 
driven from their country into exile; for it is of the na- 
ture of intolerant bigotry to punish and destroy those 


who cannot be silenced by force of argument. 


The Socinians owe their name as a sect, to Leelius 
and Faustus Socinus, natives of Sienna, in Tuscany. 
The former having renounced popcry, left his country, _ 
and settled at Zurich in Switzerland, and died in 1562, 
having merely communicated his peculiar sentiments 
respecting the Trinity, to a few individuals. His 
nephew, FI. Socinus, in the year 1574, also withdrew 
from Italy, and, after residing some years in Germany 
and Switzerland, he closed his life near Cracow, in 
Poland, in the year 1604. This man publicly propa- 
gated the sentiments of his uncle Leelius, and is sup- 
posed to have drawn up from his papers that religious 
system which was adopted by the Socinians, when first 
formed into a distinct community. The religious opi- 
nions maintained by F. Socinus in his writings, and 
adopted by his followers, are altogether subversive of 
the Christian faith, as derived from a literal, unsophis- 


ticated interpretation of the doctrines of Revelation. 
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With respect to the nature and character of Christ, 
he asserts that he was a mere man, who had no exist- 
ence previously to his birth and appearance among 
men,—that the obedience, suffering, and death of 
Christ were not a satisfaction for the sins of man- 
kind,—that there is no such thing as original sin,— 
and that Adam was at first liable to death from the 
original constitution of his nature, even before he 
sinned ;—and that, in fact, the only evil resulting from 
the fall of Adam was, that death, which before was 
natural, now became necessary,—that previously to 
his actual transgression Adam was liable to die, but 


after his sin he must certainly die. 


Denying the Calvinistic doctrine of election in the 
first instance, Socinus allows of a sort of subsequent 
election of some of those persons, who by relapsing 
into sin, have lost their justified state; such persons 
he affirms may be restored by repentance, but this 
grace of repentance is not in their own power, but 


granted by God to whom he pleaseth. 


That part of the inscription which was so vauntingly 


put on the tomb of this man,* as applicable to his 


* Tota licet Babylon destruxit tecta Lutherus, 


Muros Calyinus, sed fundementa Sousinus. 
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achievements in theology, would indeed very properly 
apply to him, if, for the foundations of Babylon, or 
erroneous sentiments in religion, the genuine religion 


of the Scriptures be substituted. 


Those persons now called Socinians do not hold 
all the tenets first propagated by Socinus, but are 
divided into several parties. In England those pro- 
fessing Socinian sentiments were first formed into a 
society by a man named J. Biddle, and they were for 
a time called after him, Bidellians. The appellation 
which they prefer is that of Unitarians; but this does 
not appropriately designate the sect, because it may 
be also very properly used to denote those Christians 
who are called Trinitarians, inasmuch as these latter 
hold the unity of the Godhead as a capital article in 


their creed. 


If the title Unitarian be exclusively appropriated by 
the Socinians, it seems to imply that all who differ 
from them are worshippers of a plurality of Gods; but 
this charge the Trinitarians reject with abhorrence. 
For although they are “ compelled by the Christian 
verity to acknowledge every person” in the adorable 
Trinity, “ by himself to be God and Lord,” yet they 
are “ forbidden by the Catholic religion to say, There 
be three Gods, or three Lords.” 
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It is certain that if the Socinian system be true, all 
who reject it, and embrace Trinitarianism, are guilty 
of idolatry; but we think it may be clearly proved 
from Scripture, that the worship of Christ as God is 
not derogatory from the glory of the One Gop, because 
we receive the scriptural declarations both with re- 
spect to the Divinity and the humanity of our Saviour, 
We worship Christ as “ perfect God,” and not as 
“ perfect man;” but we believe that both these na- 
tures are united in him in one person, and that Christ 
is “ equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, and 


inferior to the Father as touching his manhood.” 


This distinetion of natures in the person of Christ 
must be ever borne in mind in reading the Word of 
God, that we may be helped to understand what is 
aftirmed of him in the several oftices which-he sustains 
as Mediator between God and Man; and at the same 
time may receive all that is declared of his essential 
glory as the supreme God. This distinction is at- 
tempted to be explained, and enforced in the ensuing 
Lectures, The prevalence of the Socinian heresy in 
the present day, renders the attempt very seasonable ; 
and it is hoped that the manner in which the subject 
is treated will not lead any one to exclaim, 

“ Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis 


“ Tempus eget.” 
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No use has been made of the much litigated passage 
in I. John v. 7, because the genuineness of that verse 
does not seem to have been satisfactorily established 
by the able critics who have undertaken its defence; 
and therefore such an authority would be admitted by 
some and rejected by others; and because the doctrine 
which is here attempted to be proved from Scripture, 
does not rest for its proof on any one detached passage 
of the Word of God, but possesses united evidence in 
the direct or implied testimony of so many parts of 
Holy Writ that have never yet been controverted, as 
to their genuineness, whatever may have been ad- 
vanced by certain writers against the fidelity of the 
manner in which they are translated in the authorized 
version of the Scriptures. When we give up this dis- 
puted passage as spurious, we do not in fact weaken 
the authority on which the doctrine of the Divinity of 
Christ is founded. We do not mean to say, that there are 
redundancies of proof in the Word of God, but we do 
not hesitate to affirm, that without the support of this 
passage, we have the most abundant proofs that any 
reasonable inquirer can demand, in the united  testi- 
mony of Scripture, showing that this doctrine is inti- 
mately connected with the original plan of human re- 
demption. These proofs, derived from the prophecies 
contained in the Old Testament,—from the relations of 


the Evangelists,—from our Lord’s personal declara- 


Xil PREFACE. 


tions,—from the writings of the holy Apostles, and 
from the ascriptions to Christ of the perfections, the 
operations, and the religious worship, which are the 
exclusive prerogative of the Godhead, are in the fol- 
lowing Lectures adduced in the language of Scripture, 
and illustrated by an endeavour to show their mutual 


- 


reference and bearing. 


As all the authorities for the establishment of the 
faith professed on this important subject, by the majo- 
rity of the Christian world, are drawn from the Sacred 
Writings, the defence cannot be weak, however un- 
skilfully the humble agent, in setting forth that defence, 
may have availed himself of the weapons ready pre- 
pared for his use, or however destitute his method may 
be of logical accuracy, or deficient in lucid arrange- 
ment. If he has failed in accomplishing what he 
chiefly designed to produce—a work which might 
establish Christians in their most holy faith—he will’ 
at least have the satisfaction of being conscious that 
he has not spared his best exertions in the endeavour. 
To every reader, therefore, he would say, in the lan- 


guage of Horace, 


“ Si quid noyisti rectius istis, 


“ Candidus imperti; si non, his utere mecum.” 


So many excellent works have recently made their 


PREFACE, Xi 


appearance on the Socinian controversy, which are well 
calculated to convince the sincere inquirer after truth, 
and in which all the merits of the question are so ably 
and fully discussed, that the Writer has been desirous 
to give his little work more the character of a practical 
than a controversial treatise, and to aim more (though 
not exclusively) at the edification of believers, than at 
the conviction of Socinians, from what we esteem the 


tia 


error of their way. | 


When we exercise faith in Jesus Christ as an Al- 
mighty Saviour—as our God and Saviour, we are not 
only led to magnify the grace and condescension which 
planned and perfected our redemption, and to feel a 
just abhorrence of sin, but also to look forward with 
confident expectation to that joyful period so often 
promised in Holy Scripture, and so ardently desired 
by the whole Church of God, when the Redeemer 
shall take to himself his great power,. and shall reign 
over all people (Rev. xi. 17); when those persons “ who 
profess and call themselves Christians,” shall become 
the true, and faithful, and devoted servants of Christ, 
and shall live under the influence of the power as well 
as the form of godliness; and when those nations 
which now “sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death,” in the darkness of idolatry, and ignorance of 


the true God, and in the death of sin—shall perceive 
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the true light from heaven, arising on their land, and 
shall see and rejoice in the salvation of our God; when 
“many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased; “when the faithful servants of God shall 
“go into all nations” to preach the “Gospel of the 
kingdom,” having received a divine commission “ to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” Hasten 
the time, O Lord Christ, when every knee shall bow 
to thee, and when every tongue shall confess unto thee; 
“ when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
elory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea;” when 
thy glory shall cover the heavens, and the earth be 
full of thy praise; when thou shalt go forth for the 
salvation of thy people, and when thou shalt show 
thyself “strong on the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect towards” thee; when “thou wilt save the 
afflicted people,” and wilt compass them about “ with 
songs of deliverance;” and when thou shalt finally 
come, according to thy sure word, in the clouds of 
heaven, and shalt sit on the throne of thy glory. 
“ Even so, come Lord Jesus!” 

““Yca, Amen! let all adore Thee, 

“ High on thy cternal throne ; 

“ Saviour, take the pow’, and glory, 


“ Claim the kingdom for thy own!” 
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{t may be proper to state, that the “Six Lectures on 
the Divinity of Christ,” being found to occupy, much 
less space than was at first anticipated, it has. been 
judged proper to take the opportunity of. appending 
the “ Visitation Sermon” introduced at the end of the 
volume, in order that Subscribers might not be dis- 
appointed at the small size of the book; and at the 
same time to give publicity to the sentiments there 
maintained, which are not altogether unconnected with 
the main design of the Lectures, but do indeed, in 
part, keep the same object in view. And, unhappily, 
it must be allowed, that they are not inapplicable to 
the present times, for although we are, it. is, hoped, 
shielded by the favour and. protection of Almighty 
God, from any attempt at the violent overthrow of the 
Constitution, yet the agents of darkness are actively 
employed in disseminating the poison of infidelity and 
blasphemy throughout the land. And with respect to 
the nature of the ministerial office, it can never be 
“out of season” to put those who minister in holy 
things, “in remembrance” of their high and holy call- 
ing, their important duties, their solemn vows, and 
awful responsibility. Not with the slightest view, on 
the part of the writer, of appearing as the adviser of 
those, who in such things are perhaps better informed 
than himself; but rather, in the hope of leading 


others, into whose hands these pages may fall, and 
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who are preparing themselves for the assumption of 
the sacred character and office of the priesthood, to a 
serious consideration of those weighty obligations, on 
a faithful discharge of which the vital interests of 


mankind depend. 


Perhaps it may be here allowed to offer a tribute of 
gratitude and respect, to the memory of him who so 
lately filled the office of Archdeacon of Colchester, 
with so much honour to himself, with kindness to the 
resident Clergy of the Archdeaconry, and with advan- 
tage to the interests of the National Church. To his 
counsel at all times willingly imparted, to his kind and 
steady friendship, the Writer is under peculiar obli- 
gations, and cannot refrain from expressing his regret 
and sorrow, that he should have been so suddenly re- 
moved, in the vigour of life, and in the midst of his 


usefulness. 


“« Stat sua cuique dies; breve et irreparabile tempus 
“‘ Omnibus est vite; sed famam extendere factis, 


“€ FHloc virtutis opus.” 


Vicarage House, Coggeshall, 
June 14, 1822, 
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Page 105, last line, for appoinment read appointment. 
108, line 3 from bottom, after well read as. 
134, line 5, for houshold read household. 
158, line 3 from bottom, for typtify read typify. 
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LECTURE L. 


FAITH IN CHRIST OF THE SAME NATURE AS FAITH 
IN GOD, 


sr. JoHn, Chap. xiv. Verse 1. | 
Ye believe in God, believe also in me. 


THE salvation of mankind by a Mediator, 
was that mystery which St. Paul says, 
‘from the beginning of the world had been 
hid in God.” (Ephes. iii. 9). The whole 
plan of human redemption was a mystery, 
which neither angelic nor human intelli- 
gences could fathom. Christ himself speaks 
of it as the “ mystery of the kingdom of 
God” (Mark iv. 11); and St. Paul re- 
peatedly designates it under this character. 
He speaks of it as “the wisdom of God 
in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world, 
unto our glory.” (I. Cor. vu. 7). Again, 
the «(mystery of his will” (Ephes. i. 9); 
B 2 
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“the mystery of Christ” (bid. i. 4); 
“the mystery of the Gospel” (zbzd. vi. 19) ; 
“the mystery which had been hid from 
ages” (Colos. 1. 26); “the mystery of God, 
and of the Father, and.of Christ” (bed. 1. 
2); “the mystery of faith” (I. Tvm. 111. 9); 
and, to add no more, “the mystery of 
godliness.” (2bzd. 16). 


After our Lord had sojourned among his 
disciples, “ in the likeness of sinful flesh” 
(Rom. vii. 3); and had manifested his 
glory by the performance of the most stu- 
pendous miracles, and had repeatedly de- 
clared himself to be equal to the Father, 
in the glory and dignity of his nature 
(Phil. 11. 6); the time drew nigh,—* the 
fulness of time’—so repeatedly spoken of 
by the antient prophets, when he must lay 
down his life asa ransom for a guilty world. 
This proof of his complete assumption of 
humanity was likely to shake the faith of 
his adherents, especially as the greater 
part of them evidently looked for the 
Messiah merely as a temporal prince, who 
should deliver them from the subjection 
in which they were held by the Romans— 
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the conquerors: of ‘the world. It was to 
prevent this falling away through unbelief, 
thatiour Lord anticipated the disappoint- 
ment of ‘his followers; !by plainly showing 
them, that it was: expadtent for them that 
he. should “go away,” or suffer death, 
that he would come again to them,—that 
they: should endure many sufferings. for 
his sake, and should be strengthened and 
enlightened. ‘by.\ divine influence,. and 
chiefly by declaring to them. the wonder- 
ful constitution of his. person, as God 
and man ansterly Ly | | 

We etre chesier ei ~select a more 
appropriate subject for the Lent Lectures 
of the present. year, than that which it 
is my intention, through God's blessing, . 
to illustrate; namely, the Divinity of our 


Lord and iti Jesus Christ. 


of Ihara sy duadd that tits, pei 
included in the plan» of human: redemp- 
tion, is'a mystery. Now a mystery is 
not a thing that is contrary to reason, nor 
altogether unknown as to its) beimg or 
existence; but is something of whose ex- 
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istence we have undoubted evidence, while 
the nature or mode of that existence is 
incomprehensible. ‘It is in this sense ‘that 
we are justified in attempting, not indeed 
to explain the nature, but to enforce the 
doctrine of the Divinity: of Jesus Christ. 


The plan which I propose to pursue, 
is to endeavour to establish this: doctrine 
from the language of our Lord himself, and 
From the testimony of the Evangelists and 
Apostles; and then, to enforce its practical 
tendency. We shall also have occasion, in the 
course of our inquiry into the testimony 
which supports this fundamental truth of 
our holy religion, to notice the correspond- 
ing declarations of the Old Testament. 


First. In regard to the language of 
our Lord himself, we cannot choose: a 
detached passage more copious, or more 
expressive, than that which is prefixed to 
the present discourse, ‘‘ Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.” Here the object. of 
faith predicated, and the object of faith 
commanded, are put on an equal footing ; 
as if our Lord had said, ‘ Let your faith 
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in'me be of the same nature, let it em- 
brace the same extent, and have reference 
to the same ow hl as that which ye 
aren int seins Hs 

We are then let led to inquire, 
what are the legitimate objects of faith 
in God ;and> tovrshow that the same are 
seripturally the: proper sic vag’ of faith im 
pty saidithia po! 


cou pig belief 4 in God must cslinipecemne 
mielude faith in him, as the Creator of 
all things,—as the supporter or upholder 
of the creation,—-as a Being eternal and 
self-existent, infinitely wise, good, and 
powerful,—andas the proper. and only 
meen of aon adoration, = 


ist) We -are directed to exercise faith’ 
in’ Christ, as‘ we do in God the Creator 
of all things. ‘The’ power of ¢reating or 
giving existence’ to that whicli had no 
previous being, must belong exclusively 
to the Deity. In mary parts of the Old 
Testament, the Creator is spoken of as 
“the living God,” or the “ God’ of life,” in 
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opposition to the lifeless and imaginary 
beings, which the _ heathen worshipped, 
and to show that he is the only underived 
existence, and the author of existence to 
all other beings, ‘ With thee is the 
fountain of life.” Sail XXXvi. 9). 


ipena is a rc sai acai not 
have been delegated: in the first instance, 
because God alone existed from: all eter: 
nity. From him alone proceeded the 
glory and. beauty which adorn heaven 
and-earth.. He gave to the angelic hosts 
their bemg and their blessedness. . Him- 
self the source of all happiness, from him 
flows all the enjoyment which is found 
in his immediate presence, and in the 
inferior worlds, He called by his creative. 
word, the stupendous course of the hea- 
venly bodies out of nothing, and. his 
hand formed the: earth which we’ inhabit. 
The grandeur and magnitude. of the visi- 
ble universe, surpass the comprehension. 
of the most enlarged. intellect, and most 
cultivated mind; and yet we see but 
parts of his ways, we behold, as it were, 
the outskirts of creation,—for who shall 
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lifait the power,of the, Almighty, | or 
circumscribe the boundary of: his empire, 
and say, HERE THE HAND OF OMNIPOTENCE 
RESTED ! Worlds, rise. on. worlds, as we 
pursue: an Imaginary course, in. boundless 
space; systems accumulate on) systems, 
and show us. that the orbs: within the 
range of our visual ray, form but one 
portion—a smad/ portion of the immensity 
of creation; and. that we are, but a part 
of that universal family. of intelligent: 
beings, over whom God exercises his 
fatherly care and righteous government. 
When. we. look on ourselves, and’ on 
the irrational animals, and: consider) that 
all are the work of his hands, we are led 
to contemplate the duties which devolve 
on us, as having; the gift of reason, and 
being thereby accountable for our actions ; 
we are led to view the inferior orders of 
being, as placed here for our advantage, 
and in. some degree under our care; and 
nothing’ appears insignificant or useless, 
because a God of infinite wisdom and 
goodness made them all. The contempla- 
tion of the works of God, induces in the 
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mind a spirit of profound adoration and 
humble gratitude.’ Awe and love, re- 
verence and hope, fear and confidence, 
unite in framing the mind to that habit 
of worship, which is as acceptable to 
God, as it'is beneficial to us;—which is 
his command, and our reasonable service. 


Ind. We are also to believe in Christ, 
as we do in God the ss and up- 
gli of all things. 


some ehiesoeens have taught, that 
after God had created all things, and 
established a certain order in the universe, 
he left his works to chance, and withdrew 
all superintendence from them. But this 
is a vain philosophy, unworthy of reason- 
able beings to hold, and injurious to the 
character of the Deity. We will admit 
that there is much disorder visible in the 
world, and its concerns; there is an evi- 
dent disarrangement of the original con- 
dition and order of things; “but from 
the beginning it was not so;” and we can 
trace, by the aid of Revelation, this dis- 
order and this disarrangement to the 
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souree, and can clearly understand how 
the whole is compatible with the: govern- 
ment. of God, and. consistent) with’ his 
wise and unchangeable purposes. We 
shall then learn, that the root of. all the 
confusion and disorder we deplore, both 
in the physical and moral world, is sin! 


The regularity and harmony so con- 
spicuous in the motions of the heavenly 
bodies, show the divine superintendence, 
and prove that he not only first gave them. 
that force which impels them in_ their 
courses; and assigned them their allotted 
orbits, but that he also keeps, them in 
their spheres, and that all them revolu- 
tions are performed under his ever-watchful. 
control. 


The alternate and invariable succession 
of the. seasons, each marked with, the pe- 
culiarity of its distinct character, and. all 
subservient to the advantage of the ani- 
mate creation—summer and. winter, seed- 
time and harvest, all attest the sovereign 
rule, and constant, efficacy of the Divine 
government. 
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~The continuance of the several ranks 
and orders of being on the earth, so that 
a due number is’ maintained, and no 
species is lost, the wants of all being at 
the same time invariably supplied; and 
the provision that is made for all the 
innumerable family of beings, from man 
the Lord of the creation, “made a little 
lower than the angels” (Psuém vili. 5, and 
Heb. i1..7, 9), to that lowest gradation of 
being, ‘in which animal life is scarcely 
distinguishable from mere vegetable’ ex- 
istence, testify unto us, that “the Lord 
is good to all; and his tender mercies are 
overall his works.” (Psalm exlv. 9). In 
the contemplation of this display of the 
mighty power, and wonderful providence 
of God in the earth, well might the holy 
Psalmist exclaim, “*O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works, im wisdom hast thou made 
them all;' the earth is full of ae riches.” 
(Psalm eiv. pane osu ah 

jas ob do Hevp ) ob OP ¥ 

‘Those also who are careful to note the 
events of their lives, discover the hand 
of God in all the way in which they are 
led. ‘*Whoso is wise, and will observe 
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these things, even they shall understand 
the loving-kindness of the Lord.” (Psalm 
cevii, 43). His gracious care is exercised 
over us, though we acknowledge it not ;— 
his arm is extended to defend us;—* he 
compasseth us about with his favour as 
with a shield.” (Psalm v. 12). . From how 
many hidden dangers does he protect us? 
With invisible guidance we are led for- 
ward in that path in which we find safety 
and prosperity ; the ‘“: bounds of our habi- 
tation” (Acts xvii. 26). are appointed by 
God, and we fill up on earth that post 
which we were destined to occupy. “ By 
“thus observing these things, we shall 
‘fully comprehend the weakness and 
‘“ wretchedness of man, and the power 
«and ‘loving-kindness’ of God, who, not 
‘for our merit, but for his mercy’s sake, 
‘“ dispelleth our ignorance, breaketh off 
“our sins, healeth our infirmities, pre- 
‘ serveth us in temptations, placeth us in 
«his church, enricheth us with his grace, 
‘“ sheltereth us from persecution, blesseth 
“us in time, and will crown us in 
“ eternity.”* ve 


* Bishop Horne. 
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8rd. We are invited to place the same 
trust. in. Christ, ‘as ‘we do in God, as a 
Being eternal, sclf-existent, infinitely wise, 
good, and powerful. | 


hil 


Eternal, underived, and independent 
existence, are essential properties of the 
Deity. Hx from whom all’ being origi- 
nated, must himself be without “ be- 
ginning of days,” as well as ‘“ without 
end of life.” (Heb. vi. 3). ‘ From ever- 
lasting to everlasting thou art God,” was 
the exclamation of the prophet, when 
offering his sublime adoration of the pro- 
vidence of God. And the idea of unde- 
rived existence, 1s inseparable from a 
correct notion of the Deity. He that ex- 
ercises true faith in God, ‘“ must believe 
that he is” (Heb. x1. 6)—that his exist- 
ence is an everlasting one. He alone can 
lift up his hand and say, “1 LIVE FOR 
EVER.” (Deut. xxxii. 40). To him alone 
belongs the zncommunicable name “1 AM.” 


Trust in God embraces the ideas of his 
infinite wisdom to direct, his boundless 
goodness to provide for all our wants, and 
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his, omnipotence ‘to execute the purposes 
of his counsel. These perfections of the 
Deity demand the most reverential adora- 
tion, as well as the most unlimited confi- 
dence. The holy Apostle was filled with 
awe and admiration, when _ considering 
the inscrutable purposes of God; he thus 
gave utterance to his feelings, “ O the 
depth of the riches, both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing out!” (Rom. x1. 33). The adoration of | 
humility and self-abasement, becomes the ' 

duty of man, when contemplating the 
wisdom, and goodness, and power of the 
Creator. How reasonable is the homage 
which we owe to the Divine government, 
that we should acknowledge him in all 
our ways—resign ourselves to his guidance 
—receive his will with thankfulness, as 
well as with silence,—and acquiesce and 
bow before all the dispensations of his 
hand, believing that he doth all things 
well, that he is able to make “all things 
work together for good” (Rom. viii. 28),— 
that. although present appearances are 
often contradictory, in our estimation of 
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the Divine goodness and wisdom, yet that 
he can bring good out of evil, harmony 
out of disorder, life out of death, and 
thatin the end; we shall assuredly praise 
him for the whole course of his spe 
dential administration ! — | 


4th. We are commanded also to repose 
our confidence in Christ, as we do in God> 
the proper and _ object of religious 
adoration. 


The mind of man is naturally inclined 
to withhold religious worship from any 
creature, considered as such. God the 
Creator is the only legitimate object of 
adoration ; and he is readily acknowledged 
in that character. It is true, that whole 
nations. have degenerated into idolatry, 
offering religious homage to the sun, and 
moon, and stars,—to the earth, the animals, 
the rivers, the woods and mountains; but 
it has ever been with reference to the 
supposed presence of the Deity, or to the | 
celebration of some particular divine attri- 
bute, displayed. or illustrated im = cach 
particular object of adoration. This ap- 
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pears to have been the origin of the many 
gods of Olympus, and the inferior deities 
of . sa earth. — 


True faith ” God confines to him the 
undivided worship of the heart; it has 
respect to him as the only proper object 
of adoration, which a rational and ac- 
countable creature is bound to offer to the 
Creator—To God alone we are bound, 
with unalienable obligation, to offer that 
spiritual service, which consists in prayer 
and thanksgiving; to maintain that dis- 
position of the‘spirit to his will, as the 
rule of our whole conduct, which desires 
the Divine favour as the supreme good, 
which leans on his arm for support and 
protection, and expects from his open 
hand the supply of every want,—which 
discharges all the duties of life, as under 
his immediate and all-seeing eye,—which 
aims not only at an outward conformity 
to his revealed will and law, but also at 
the agreement of the thoughts with his 
holy word,—which maintains the spirit 
(if I may so express myself) in such a 

posture towards God, as to do all things 
Cc 
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under the consideration that he “ searcheth 
the heart and trieth the reins,” and weigh- 
eth the spirits,—which brings the im- 
pression of the continual presence and 
nearness of the Almighty home to the 
heart, and regulates the thoughts, speech, 
and behaviour, by the habitual remem- 
brance that to Him must one day be given, 
a solemn and strict account of the minutest 
actions of our lives. 


Such is the nature of that faith which 
we are bound to repose in God; and we 
are commanded to make Jesus Christ the 
object of the same faith, both in nature 
and extent, “ Ye beheve in God, believe also 
zn me.” Your faith in the Deity regards 
him as the Creator and Upholder of all 
things; as a Being, eternal, self-existent, 
infinitely wise, good, and powerful, and 
as the proper and only object of religious 
adoration; let your faith in Christ, then, 
bear testimony to Hzm also in all these 
characters. And that such a faith is 
warranted in Scripture, it shall be the 
object of the succeeding Lectures to esta- 
blish, from the testimony of the Evan- 
gelists and Apostles. ; 


FAITH IN CHRIST,, &c. 19 


The: subject upon which we have now 
entered, is not one of those contested points 
which involve none of the essentials of 
true religion,—it is not a mere question 
of words; but it is an inquiry into the 
nature of the evidence, which. establishes 
one of the fundamental doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. It is an inquiry that has for its 
aim the investigation of truth, and to 
maintain the Christian religion against 
those, who, under the pretence of exalting 
reason to its proper place in judging of 
points of faith, have in fact elevated her 
aboye Revelation; and who, in forming a 
scheme of doctrines after their own model, 
have struck at the great and most distin- 
guishing fundamentals of our faith. My 
beloved, the inquiry is no less than this, 
to ascertain. WHETHER OUR SALVATION 
BE EFFECTED BY A CREATED AGENT, OR 
WHETHER IT BE THE SOLE WORK OF AN 
AtmiGHtTy ARM !! 


Let us’ then attend to it with becoming 
seriousness, and with earnest prayer that 
God. would so enlighten our minds, by the 
teaching of his Holy Spirit, that we may 

C2 
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know of every doctrine,—and of this one 
in particular—whether it be of God.—Let 
us take care that we examine the evidence 
to be adduced, with impartiality and a 
sincere desire—not to be confirmed in 
those notions which we are determined not 
to relinquish, because we have once em- 
braced them, or have been educated in 
them, but—to receive with a lively and 
grateful faith, all that God has been pleased 
to reveal to us concerning this “‘ Mystery 
of Godliness.” : 


We are not to decide on the doctrines 
of Revelation by any standard, which our 
reason may aim at establishing. Revela- 
tion is given us, because reason is insuf- 
ficient to ascertain the will of God, or the 
nature of our condition on the earth in 
relation to our Maker, or to draw aside 
the veil which intercepts from our view, 
the glories of an eternal world. 


Let us then cast down the pride of rea- 
son, and discard the prejudices of our 
hearts before that light, which is sent to 
enlighten our understandings. Let us 
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thankfully and humbly receive all the 
precepts and doctrines of God’s holy word, 
and reverently obey them. The sure way 
to obtain an increase of that teaching, 
which is the work of the Heavenly Spirit, 
is to deck ourselves inwardly with “ low- 
liness of mind” (Phz/. ii. 3); for, while 
‘God resisteth the proud, he giveth grace 
unto the humble.” (James iv. 6). We are 
not left, God be praised, to wander about 
in the darkness natural to the human 
mind, the bitter consequence of departure 
from God,—‘ but we have a more sure 
word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, ‘and the day star arise in your 
hearts.” (I]. Peter 1. 19). 
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LECTURE II. 


THE TESTIMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS AND APOSTLES TO 
THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST, CORROBORATED BY ANTIENT 
PROPHECY. 


ST. JoHN, Chap. xiv. Verse 1. 


Ye believe in Ged, believe also in me. 


HAVING, in our first Lecture, shown 
the nature of faith in God, and_ having 
seen that our Lord claimed from his dis- 
ciples the exercise of a similar faith in 
himself, it remains for us to attempt to 
prove from the testimony of the Evan- 
gelists and Apostles, that they possessed 
this faith, and that Christ was the object 
of it in the fullest extent of its nature and 
design. 


It can never be a matter of indifference, 
whether we receive or reject any doctrine 
that it has pleased God to reveal in his 
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word. The fact of the revelation of any 
particular doctrine, establishes our duty 
to embrace it, and to live under its 
practical influence. We are accountable 
to God for all the advantages we enjoy, 
whether relating to the body or the soul— 
to this present life, or to that which is to 
come; and our responsibility increases in 
exact proportion to the degree of advan- 
tage conferred upon us. We, my brethren, 
upon whom the clear unclouded light of 
God’s word shines, are left wholly without 
excuse, if we reject or overlook any essen- 
tial doctrine of that Gospel, which is put 
into our hands, and i upon our 
attention. 


With respect to that particular doctrine 
now under our serious consideration—the 
Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ,—the only alternative seems to be, 
either that the Socinians are guilty of de- 
grading the Saviour from his exalted dig- 
nity, and stripping him of his peculiar, 
and proper, and divine attributes; or that 
we who are called Trinitarians, are guilty 
of gross and flagrant idolatry. There does 
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not appear to be any middle course be- 
tween these consequences, for either Christ 
is a creature, and therefore not God; or — 
he is God, and therefore the Creator of all 
neuat 


The question at issue is respecting the 
person of Christ; and the Bible is the 
only evidence which can be allowed, of 
any authority, in deciding this contested 
point. With regard to the whole system 
of Socinianism, its alliance to infidelity: 
its known hostility to the evangelical 
temper and graces, its low estimation of 
the positive institutions of God, and its 
conformity to the world, we have nothing 
to do at present; our chief object is to 
prove, from the testimony -of Scripture, 
the truth of our belief, respecting the 
wonderful and mysterious constitution of 
the person of Christ. 


In prosecuting our inquiry, we shall 
commence with the testimony of St. John 
the Baptist; because he was the fore- 
runner of Christ, and the eminent person 
spoken of in prophetic declaration, as the 
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immediate harbinger of the Messiah. * Be- 
hold I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me.” (Malachi 
i. 1). It will not, I suppose, be contro- 
verted by any one, that the person here 
making the declaration or promise, is the 
Mosr Hicu Gop, speaking by the mouth 
of his servant and prophet; and_ the 
messenger announced, is to make ready 
the way of God. The angel who foretold 
the birth of the Baptist, declared that he 
should turn many of the children of Israel 
to the Lord their God, and should go 
before him (that is, before the Lord God) 
in the Spirit and power of Elias. (Luke 1. 
16, 17). And John the Baptist himself 
claimed this office of precursor to Jesus 
Christ, when urged by the Jews to de- 
clare his oflice. ‘1 am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, make straight 
the way of the Lord,” (John 1. 23), The 
same Office is assigned to him by the 
Evangelist Mark, at the beginning of his 
Gospel; ‘ Behold I send my messenger 
betore thy face, which shall: prepare thy 
way betore thee. The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
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THE Lorp, make his paths straight. John 
did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 
the baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins.” (Mark i. 2, 3, 4). The character 
of the forerunner of Christ, promised’ in 
the prediction of Malachi, was explained 
by our Lord himself as referring to John ; 
‘this is he of whom it is written, behold 
[ send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee.” 
(Matt. xi. 10). And of his own knowledge 
of the dignity of that person, whose advent 
the holy Baptist announced, St. John him- 
self gives us the most clear and explicit 
avowal in the opening of his Gospel. The 
language which he employs when speaking » 
of the Messiah, is such as could not with- 
out blasphemy be applied to any created 
being, of whatever rank or order. ‘ The 
Word was God.” ‘ All things were made 
by him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men.” 
‘He was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him 
not.” (John i. 1,3, 4, 10). ‘ The assertion 
“that the Word was the Creator. of the 
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‘‘ world, is equivalent to the assertion that he 
“was God 1 in the nih possible sense.’’* 


Si cilinactil to ia ram of natural birtin 
our Lord was junior to the Baptist, and 
yet the latter speaks of Christ as existing 
before him. ‘ He that cometh after me, is 
preferred before me; for he was before me.” 
(John 1. 15, 20). Here he bears testimony 
simply to his pre-existence; but if we 
conjoin this declaration of his pre-exist- 
ence, with the assertion of his essential 
dignity and glory, made by the Evan- 
gelist, ‘‘the WORD was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld. his'glory, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth” (John i. 
14), we shall perceive that the Divine 
assumption of human nature is plainly 
stated; and it is thus that the Deity is, 
as it were, brought nearer to our compre- 
hension, and we are enabled to approach 
God with holy and reverential confidence, 
when we see the Mediator in our own 
nature. ‘No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only-begotten Son, who is in 


* Michaelis, Introd. Vol. 3. Part i. p. 291. 
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the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him.” (John i. 18). In such remarkable 
language does St. John declare the dignity 
of Him, who sojourned on the earth'as a 
“man of sorrows.” He had an inspired 
knowledge of the. person of the Messiah, 
and arrived at once by the especial teach- 
ing of God’s Holy Spirit, at a clear under- 
standing of the mysterious union of Deity 
and humanity in the Redeemer. This 
knowledge was gradually unfolded to the 
disciples of Christ, during his personal 
ministry ; he did not at, first openly de- 
clare himself to be the “Son of the high- 
est,” nor claim that equahty with the 
Father, which on a subsequent. occasion 
he so distinctly asserted. | 


_ Let us then endeavour to illustrate those 
passages in the writings of the Evangelists 
and Apostles, in which the Godhead of 
Jesus Christ is implied or avowed, either 
by himself or by his Disciples. 


#4 In St. Matthew and St. Luke we have 
a circumstantial narrative of the birth 
of our Lord; and the events attendant 
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upon his miraculous nativity proved, by 
their correspondence with antient predic- 
tions, that they were the accomplishment 
of those predictions. The prophet Isaiah 
had declared that a virgin should con- 
ceive and bear a Son, and that his name 
should be called Emmanuel (Isaiah vii. 14) ; 
and when the heavenly messenger saluted 
Mary as the blessed mother of the Messiah, 
and removed the scruples of her espoused 
husband, we are informed by the Evan- 
gelist St. Matthew, that all these things 
took place, that antient prophecy might 
be fulfilled, especially citing the passage 
from Isaiah which we have just now quoted. 
Here, then, we have one of the names of 
the Messiah explained; “they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which, being inter- 
preted, is God with us.” (Matt. 1. 23). This 
isa remarkable title, and cannot be ascribed 
to any created being, without incurring 
the guilt of blasphemy ;—and that it is a 
distinct assertion of the Divinity of our 
Lord, is established by corresponding 
passages, from other parts of holy writ. 
“The Word was God.” ‘ And the word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 
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(John 1. 1, 14). ‘God was manifest in 
the flesh.” (I. Tim. iu. 16).. “ Of whom, 
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who 
is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen!” 
(Rom. ix. 5). | 


This wonderful manifestation of “God 
with us,” or God in our nature, is not 
received by some who call themselves 
Christians; and who also wish to appro- 
priate exclusively to themselves, the title 
of cational Christians. If by this term is 
simply meant, that those whom it is em- 
ployed to designate, are guided solely by 
reason, and not by Revelation, in the adop- 
tion of the.tenets of their faith, we are 
ready to concede to them the appellation ; 
but, if by the use of it, it is intended 
to stigmatize others, as holding doctrines | 
contrary to reason, we are prepared to 
rebut. the insinuation, and to maintain 
that our Creed, as Trinitarians, contains no 
articles contrary to reason, although some 
may be above the province of reason. 


_ We find in Scripture all the innocent 
infirmities of humanity ascribed to Christ: 
D 
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we read of him in prophecy as ‘a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” 
(Isazah lin. 3); and we have, in the evan- 
gelical history, a circumstantial narrative 
of his birth, his ministry, and his death. 
He appeared in the form of a man, and 
had no exterior distinction to denote his 
superiority to other men; but we also 
read in inspired prophecy, that “ his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace” (Isazah 1x. 6); and we 
have already seen, that in the New Testa- 
ment, his essential Divinity is most expli- 
‘citly declared. 


Any endeavour to explain the nature 
or mode of the union of the human and 
Divine natures in one person, must end 
in complete failure; and if any man 
resolve to receive or reject the doctrine 
now under consideration, according as he 
succeeds or fails in attempting to explain 
what is above our comprehension, he will 
necessarily be led to “deny the Lord that 
bought him,” and to embrace the errors of 
Socinianism. This doctrine, in common 
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with many others, is given us to be believed, 
not to be eaxplained,—to have a practical 
influence on our lives, and not to employ 
our disputations. There is a perfect har- 
mony in all the statements of Revelation, 
and if we are not able to reconcile apparent 
discrepances, it arises from our circum- 
scribed intellect, or our depravity, and not 
from any real contradiction in the Word 


of God. 


If we find the Messiah spoken of in 
Scripture, as the “ Man Christ Jesus” 
(I. Tim. ii. 5), and also read this declaration 
concerning him, “ This is the true God,” 
(John v. 20), we are under inviolable obli- 
gations to receive both statements, and to 
make them essential articles of our faith ; 
for a system of religious belief, in order to 
be truly scriptural, must not be merely 
corroborated by, but deduced only from 
the revealed Word of God. We are not to 
select only those parts of the Bible, which 
establish any particular doctrine, and ex- 
plain away or reject as spurious those parts 
which support another doctrine, merely 
because we ate unable to reconcile the 
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statements of both; for “no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpretation.” 
(II. Pet. 1.20). ‘* The wisdom that is from 
above” teaches us to embrace every doctrine 
of Scripture “ without partiality” (James 
ili. 17), and to have respect unto all God's 
commandments. (Psalm cxix. 6). 


The manner in which it pleased our 
Lord to manifest himself amongst men, 
was such as to veil in a great measure his 
true and exalted dignity from their eyes. 
Enough was exhibited in the circumstances 
of his nativity, and in the wonderful mira- 
cles which he wrought, to point him out 
as that person, in whom were exactly and 
fully verified all the antient predictions 
that related to the Messiah; but it was 
reserved (as Christ himself declared) for the 
office of the Holy Spirit to teach men all 
things, to guide them into all the truth, 
and to show unto them the things of Christ. 
Hence it was that the Disciples who at- 
tended on the personal ministry of our 
Lord, had a very limited knowledge of his 
true character, and office, and dignity. 
The holy Evangelists in faithfully record- 
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ing the life and ministry of Christ, do not 
conceal their own clouded and imperfect 
knowledge respecting the Messiah; and it 
appears, that even when they spake of him, 
or to him, in a mannerthat would seem to 
imply a behef in his Divinity, they did 
not fully understand the purport of their 
own expressions. This more correct and 
extended knowledge was reserved, ’ till 
they received it by the communications 
of the heavenly Comforter, who was to 
teach them all things; and we must also 
look to the same source of instruction, 
and apply to the same Divine and effec- 
tual Teacher, for ‘‘ who. teacheth hke him?” 
(Jab xxxvi, 22), 


The next appellation that we shall con- 
sider, is that in which Christ is called “‘ The 
Son of God,” which is repeatedly given to 
him ‘in the New Testament, and is distinct- 
ly and openly claimed by our Lord him- 
self. St. Mark designates his Gospel ‘ The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
(Mark i. 1); and the Angel who announced 
to the Virgin the miraculous conception, 
employed this term,— Behold thou shalt 
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conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
Son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest."—« That holy thing 
which shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God.” (Luke i. 31, 32. 35).— 
That this expression denoted equality with 
God, is evident from the interpretation 
which the Jews of old put upon the phrase, 
when they sought to stone Christ as a con- 
victed blasphemer, because he said, *“ that 
God was his Father, making himself equal 
with God” (John v. 18); and especially from 
the reply which our Lord gave the High 
Priest, when solemnly adjured by him, to 
declare whether he was “ the Son of the 
Blessed ?”—and “ Jesus said, lam.” (Mark 
xiv. 61,62). The aim of the enemies of 
Christ being to convict him of blasphemy, 
in order that he might be put to death, it 
is most evident that our Lord claimed this 
title as his peculiar appellation, in the 
sense in which the High Priest employed 
it,—namely, as denoting an equality with 
God. It was on this ground that the Jews 
endeavoured to persuade Pilate to deliver 
up Jesus to them to be put to death, when 
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they. said « We have a law, and by our law 
he ought to die, because he made himself 
the Son of God.” (John xix. 7). 


- When our Lord affirmed that he was 
the Son of God, it necessarily follows, 
either that he incurred the guilt of blas- 
phemy charged upon him by the High 
Priest, or that he was really what that 
title imported—truly and properly equal 
to the Father in the dignity of his nature. 
The former consequence will be instantly 
rejected by all; and the latter is what we 
maintain to be expressly stated in Scrip- 
ture. Had the High Priest merely brought 
a charge of blasphemy against Christ, on 
the ground of his having claimed the title 
which subjected him to such a charge, 
we cannot for a moment suppose that our 
Lord would have assented to such an ac- 
cusation, in order that his enemies might 
be confirmed in their opposition, and might 
proceed on an unjust accusation to inflict 
the capital punishment denounced against 
those, who impiously arrogated to them- 
selves what belonged exclusively to God. 
Our Lord’s uniform conduct under false 
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and malicious charges, was either to repel 
them and réfute his opponents, or te main- 
tain the silence of conscious and suffering 
innocence. but in the present case, we 
find him, m reply to a most solemn ad- 
juration, confirming by a most unequivocal 
avowal his claim to the high and exalted 
title, “« TH Son oF THE BLESSED,” and 
consequently to the Dive power and 
glory implied, in the assumption of such a 
designation. 


If we consider the peculiar circum- 
stances of the time when this assertion of 
Divine right was made, we shall perceive 
that additional confirmation is given to 
the doctrine of the Divinity of our Saviour. 
Jesus Christ was now in the custody of his 
enemies, who had long sought to ensnare 
him, and were now thirsting for his blood ; 
they must either procure his condemnation 
by convicting him of treasonable designs 
or conduct towards the Roman common- 
wealth, or of the violation of some of their 
own laws. He must either appear as a 
guilty person receiving deserved punish- 
ment, or as an imnocent sufferer under 
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unjust and tyrannical oppression. Now 
unless Christ possessed indubitable claims 
to a title purporting the Divine honour 
and glory of its possessor, his enemies suc- 
ceeded in procuring his condemnation as 
a guilty person, meriting the punishment 
inflicted. But that he did possess these 
claims, his own distinct assertion most 
clearly proves; therefore he was unjustly 
condemned on the part of his adversaries, 
although it took place by the will of God, 


and according to his eternal purpose. 


How are we then called upon to admire 
the wonderful plan of human redemption, 
and to love and adore that Saviour ‘‘ who 
was oppressed and was afflicted,’ who was 
“wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities!”? (/sa. li. 3, 7). 
He took upon him our nature, that he 
might suffer and die in our stead; and 
his Divine nature gave efficacy to his me- 
diatorial work, and rendered him indeed — 
an Almighty Deliverer. We see his love 
and condescension, and give him the un- 
feigned praises of our grateful hearts; we 
see his glory and dignity, and therefore 
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‘put our whole trust and confidence in 
him ;’* we draw near to him with reverence 
as to our Ged, and with boldness as to God 
with us,—God manifest in the flesh. 


We may learn also how to conduct our- 
selves under sufferings, and injuries, and 
reproaches. We should evince the same 
‘‘ mind which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 1. 5), who “ suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust” (1, Pet. 11. 18), “ leav- 
ing us an example, that we should follow 
his steps:—who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself 
to him that judgeth righteously.” (L. Pet. 
142g Q3), 


Let us therefore be thankful that we 
have an Almighty Redeemer, ‘‘ who is 
able to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto God by him” (Heb. vu. 25); 
and ‘* who also himself likewise took part” 
of our nature, and was in all things “‘ made 
like unto his brethren, that he might be 


* Liturgy. 
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a merciful and a faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make re- 
conciliation for the sins of the people.” 
(Heb. ii. 14. 17). | 


“ Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priest that is passed into the heavens, 
JESUS THE SON OF Gop, let us hold fast 
our profession ; for we have not an High 
Priest that cannot be touched with a feeling 
of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.— 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.” 
(Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16). 
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LECTURE III. 


THE NATURE OF CHRIST’S MEDIATORIAL OFFICE. 


ST. JoHN, Chap. wae Verse 1. 


Ve believe in God, believe also in me. 


“ WITHOUT faith it. is impossible to 
please God” (Heb. xi. 6); and without 
faith in the Mediator, it is not possible 
for us to receive the benefits of his inter- 
cession. In order to exercise true and 
lively faith in the Saviour, it is necessary 
that we should have a correct knowledge 
of the dignity of his person, and. the 
nature of his office; and if we are careful 
to connect them together, and to make 
use of them in examining those passages of 
Scripture which assert either the Divinity 
or the humanity of our Redeemer, we 
shall be preserved from the error into 
which some have fallen, of not observing 
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a proper distinction between the office and 
person of Christ, and of confounding what 
is said of him as fulfilling an office, and 
as possessing the essential perfections of 


the Godhead. 


Whenever our Lord spake of himself 
with reference to his ministry, or to his 
vicarious sufferings, he generally used the 
phrase, ‘‘The Son of Man,’—*« This ap- 
‘ pellation,” observes Dr. Paley, “is in 
“all the Evangelists found under the pe- 
‘culiar circumstance of being applied by 
“ Christ to himself, but of never being 
“ used of him or towards him by any other 
‘person ;” and Bishop Middleton remarks, 
‘‘ | have observed, that in the majority of 
“ places in which our Saviour calls himself 
« the Son of Man (and he is never in the 
“New Testament called so by others be- 
‘* fore his ascension), the allusion is either 
“to his present humiliation, or to his 
“future glory; and if this remark be 
“true, we have, though an indirect yet a 
“strong and perpetual declaration that the 
“ human nature did not originally belong 
* to him.” 
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_ The peculiarity of this phrase, and of 
its application, shows that something more 
was designed by it, than the mere literal 
signification of the words. Every indi- 
vidual may be called a son of man, in 
regard to natural descent; as every one 
may be called a son of God, in regard to 
original creation: but Christ only is THE 
Son of God, 1n the sense in which we 
explained the term in our last Lecture; 
and he only is THE Son of Man, that. is, 
the only one ever placed in the peculiar 
circumstances of being the ‘true God,” 
and yet a partaker at the same time of 
the human nature—the impassible and 
Eternal Creator, and. yet by his alliance 
to humanity, subject to temptations, to 
sufferings, and to death. 


We should always be careful to distin- 
guish between what is affirmed of Christ, 
in relation to his fulfilling the mediatorial 
office, and what. is declared of him with 
respect’ to his essential dignity. In the 
former case we find his humanity most 
distinctly stated, and in the latter his Di- 
vinity most emphatically asserted. When 
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our Lord spoke of ascending to heaven as 
an intercessor, he said, “my Father is 
ereater than I” (John xiv. 28); as if he 
had said, ‘In the office of Mediator between 
God and man, I have voluntarily though 
necessarily assumed an inferior nature ;’ 
but when the Jews urged him to declare 
plainly without parabolic illustration ‘or 
allegory, whether he were “ THE CHRIST,” 
he solemnly and explicitly avowed his 
equality: with the Father, saying “I and 
my Father are one.” (John x. 24, 30). And 
for this declaration the Jews prepared to 
stone him, as a person guilty of a blasphe- 
mous assumption of Divine honours ; which 
fact proves that we are right in explaining 
the words of our Lord as a distinct’ asser- 
tion of his Divinity. If it be alleged that 
the Jews put a wrong interpretation on the 
words of our Lord, being moved so to do by 
envy, hatred, prejudice, and a strong desire 
to procure his death,—we may reply that 
the subsequent language of Christ is nota 
concession of his error, nor an explanation 
of his words, so as to clear himself of the 
charge of unjustly and impiously arrogating 
the peculiar rights of the Deity, but a de- 
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fence of his assertion, and a further declara- 
tion, that his miracles proved that the Father 
was in him, and he in the Father. (ver. 38). 


«There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man Christ 
Jesus.” (1. Tam. 11. 5). Here the office 
of the Messiah is specified, and it is as- 
signed to his human nature;—that_ is, 
between an offended God and sinful men 
the intervention of a gracious friend was 
necessary, and this office was sustained by 
the Lord Jesus, who according to the eter- 
nal and. inscrutable purpose of God, by 
which ‘it behoved him to be made like” 
to man, appeared in our nature, and, as 
man, suffered, obeyed, and died. The 
world had apostatized from its Maker, and 
was to be reconciled to him, and therefore 
«© God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself.” ({1. Cor. v. 19.) 


_ The design of the Gospel was to publish 

to mankind the mercy of God, and the 

means by which he was propitiated. And 

in stating these means, it became necessary 

to speak of the Mediator, in the nature in 
E 2 
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which he accomplished the great work of 
human redemption. Thus it is that Christ 
speaks of himself as a man, and as inferior 
to the Father in the fulfilment of his medi- 
atorial office; and thus it is that the holy 
writers of the sacred books make mention 
of Christ as aman, and at the same time 
show. the necessity of his assumption of 
humanity, in order to the full, and faithful, 
and merciful discharge of his office, both 
towards God and towards man. ‘‘ We see 
Jesus who was made a little lower than the 
Angels for the suffering of death.” (Heb. 
u. 9). ‘ Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the 
Devil; and deliver them who through fear 
of death were all their life-time subject to 
bondage.” (Ibid. 14, 15). “* Wherefore in 
all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a mer- 
ciful and. faithful High Priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of the people.” (Ibid. 17.) 
‘For this cause he is the Mediator of the 
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New Testament, that by means of death, 
for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first Testament, they 
who are called might receive the promise 
of eternal imheritance.” (Hebd. ix. 15). 


Many more passages might be adduced, 
which assert the necessity of the assump- 
tion of the human nature, for the discharge 
of the mediatorial office; and as the dis- 
tinction is every where in Scripture pre- 
served between the office and person of 
Emmanuel, we must naturally expect to 
find him spoken of in terms corresponding 
to his character, whenever either his office 
or his person is alluded to. This distinc- 
tion accounts for the numerous places, in 
which the Three Persons in the glorious 
Godhead are separately enumerated, ac- 
cording to the office which each sustains 
in the work of redemption. Christ him- 
self speaks of the Father, and the Comforter 
or Holy Ghost; and the greater number 
of the Epistles of the inspired Apostles 
commence with a salutation, in which the 
grace and mercy and peace of God, and of 
Christ, are implored on behalt of those 
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believers, to whom the respective Epistles 
are addressed. This distinct mention of 
God and of Christ, pomts out to us’ the 
erace of the Father, and the medium 
through which it is imparted to us; it 
brings to our recollection the amazing price 
which was paid to procure that peace, 
which is so earnestly supplicated; it re- 
moves that slavish fear, which is so natural 
to the guilty mind, and which, while it 
fills the soul with ‘a sort of repulsive awe 
of God, that causes us to tremble before 
him, does not inspire that filial confidence 
which produces love, and obedience; it 
places before us that “ fountain opened— 
for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech. xi. 1), 
even “ the blood of Christ,” who is ‘“ our 
peace,” and ‘“ through whom, we have an 
access by one spirit to the Father” (Ephes. 
il. 13, 14. 18); it shows the ground of our 
hope, and the nature of our redemption, 
and suggests to us the infinite obligations 
we are under to the most unfeigned love 
and dutiful obedience. 


The necessity of a Mediator appearing 
in the form of man, arises from the un- 
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changeable purpose of God: the benefits 
resulting to us from such an appointment, 
are the consequence. of the mercy of our 
God... Many reasons may be assigned to 
show that the appointment of a Mediator 
im our nature, was an act, of rich mercy 
to mankind. As Christ is. God, and the 
Creator of all men, he. must know. the 
whole of our constituted, existence of body 
and spirit; he must know the reciprocal 
influence which body and soul exercise 
over each other; he must perceive all our 
infirmities, temptations, and sufferings.— 
But this, is not. sufficient to satisfy the 
guilty, self-condemned mind of man: we 
are at all times convinced of the omnisci- 
ence of the Creator, but we cannot infer 
from: the mere existence of this perfection, 
that God pities those, infirmities which he 
beholds, or is ready to pardon those sins 
which offend agamst his hely law, or. is 
willing to succour us against temptations, 
or is graciously inclined, to. save us from 
the sufferings which are the bitter fruits 
of sin. The omniscience of God so far 
from being a source of consolation to us, 
fills our minds, with dread; we feel con- 
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scious that God is privy to our most secret 
actions, as well as our open sins; that his 
eye beholds a thousand deviations from 
the path of duty, which escape the cogni- 
zanee of men, and make no impression 
eyen on our own recollection. And this 
consideration is more calculated to produce 
fear and terror, than hope and confidence 
in the mind. We can only look on an 
absolute God—a Deity without a Media- 
tor—as a “ consuming fire,” as ‘ the great 
and dreadful God,” “ visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children” (Ev. xx. 
5), “and by no means clearing the guilty.” 
(Num. xiv. 18). Do erated, 


But when we behold God in Christ, 
when we see a Mediator in our own nature, - 
we are filled with humble assurance, and 
with holy boldness. Our blessed Redeemer 
assumed our nature, and therefore he knows 
our infirmities, not only by the knowledge 
which the Creator must have of all his 
works, but by actual experience, having 
been himself “aman of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief.” He knows the temp- 
tations to which we are exposed, because 
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he was himself assailed by the malice and 
subtlety of Satan,—he was himself “ in all 
points tempted like as we are.” (feb. iv. 
15), He knows all the misery and suffer- 
ing to which sinful man is heir, for he 
himself was exposed to hunger and fatigue, 
and to extreme poverty, not having “ where 
to lay his head.” (Matt. viii. 20). We 
look for pity and assistance from those 
who are exalted above our rank, and ex- 
empt from our afflictions; but we expect 
sympathy from those who are exposed to 
or have felt the same sufferings under 
which we mourn. In this sense Christ 
is both “a merciful and a faithful High 
Priest,—for in that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted.” (Hed. xi. 17, 18). And 
this common similarity of nature and of 
suffering, brings us into a closer and more 
important relation to the Saviour. It is 
on this account * he is not ashamed to call 
us brethren (Heb. 11. 11.), ‘ for we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones.” (Eph. v.30). We are exalted 
to the dignity of the children of God, by 


reason of our relation to him who was 
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eminently ‘the Son of God ;” we partake 
of the blessings of adoption, we are autho- 
rized to call on God as “ Our Father,” being 
brought to God by the Mediator, who says 
of us, ‘behold the children which God 
hath given me” (Heb. 11.13); and we parti- 
cipate in all the high and. unspeakable 
privileges peculiar to this relation, «‘ The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God; and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.” (Rom. viit. 16, 17). 


The constituting of a Mediator in our 
nature is also an act of merey, masmuch 
as he is the appointed Judge of all men. 
If our Saviour is a “ merciful and faithful 
High Priest, because of his being made 
perfect through sufferings” (Heb. 11. 10), 
in the participation of our nature; how 
much more shall he from the same cause, 
be a merciful as well as a just Judge. 
When we contemplate the Deity as a 
Being of unspotted purity and inflexible 
justice, it behoves us to deprecate the 
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severity of his judgment, both in regard 
to this life, and our future state of. ex- 
istence. In respect to both, we may join 
in the prayer of the holy Psalmist, and 
say, ‘* Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, for in thy sight shall no man 
living be justified.” (Psalm cxlni. 2). If 
God were now strict to mark our ini- 
quities, who could stand before him?” 
(Psalm cxxx. 3). And if he should judge 
us at the last, according to the letter of 
that holy law which can never pass away, 
we must be condemned, and consequently 
for ever banished from his presence and 
his joy.—But when “the Father judgeth 
no man,’ but hath committed all jude- 
ment unto the Son” (John v. 22),—that is, 
the Father “will judge no man immedi- 
‘ately from Hzmse/f, but hath appointed 
«the Son to be the sole Judge of men, 
‘‘ who will finally distribute their everlast- 
‘ing punishments and rewards;’* “we 
‘shall (as observes Archbishop Tillotson), 
‘be acquitted or condemned by one who 
‘was in all things like unto us, sin only 


 * Dr, S. Clarke. 
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“excepted, which would have made him 
“incapable of being our Judge, because it 
“ would have made him a criminal like 
“ourselves; and therefore the Apostle 
“ offers us this as a firm ground of assu- 
“rance to us, that God will judge the 
«world. in righteousness, because this 
“judgment will be administered by a 
“man like ourselves” (Acts xvul. 31); 
when therefore judgment is committed 
unto the Son, we may have hope towards 
God, because the decision of our judg- 
ment will not be according to the irre- 
versible decree of an inexorable law, but 
according to the merciful and gracious 
rule of a dispensation of mercy,—accord- 
ing to the glorious Gospel, which reveals 
to us a ransom for our lost souls, a pardon 
for our innumerable and aggravated sins, 
a righteousness for the justification of our 
persons, 


Here then Christians stand on the high 
ground of hope as to their Judge, and the 
rule of their final judgment. Their Judge 
will be the Saviour, who descended from the 
exalted glories of heaven to be clad in a 
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mortal body, and the decision’ of their 
final award will be governed by the mercy 
and the grace, as well as the justice and 
the wisdom, displayed in the mediatorial 
office which Christ sustained on their 
account. Here it is that in an eminent 
degree, “ Mercy and truth are met toge- 
ther, righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.” (Psalm Ixxxv. 10). All the 
Divine attributes, which were necessarily 
hostile to us as sinners, are engaged on 
our behalf when we appear before the 
judement-seat of Christ; because his 
perfect obedience answers the charges of 
that law which we have violated. The 
justice of God, which, without a Mediator 
to interpose between us and the righteous 
infliction of the just sentence of God’s un- 
alterable law, demands our condemnation, 
_now calls with as powerful a voice for our 
deliverance, because it has received a “full, 

perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 

and satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
world,” in the obedience and death of the 
Mediator. The truth and holiness of God 
are propitiated by the same all-prevalent 
intervention ; and instead of being inflex- 
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ible in. consigning us, according to the 
tenour of the Divine declaration against 
sin, and the unyielding demands of infi- 
nite purity, to endless punishment, are not 
only uninjured and unimpaired, but per- 
fectly and unitedly consistent in com- 
bining to establish and confirm that award 
of mercy and grace, which. reinstates 
fallen and guilty man in the Divine favour, 
and appoints him an heir of eternal bless- 
edness and glory. | 


In regard to.those parts of Scripture, in 
which the power and authority of the Son 
are declared to be temporal, and eventually 
intended to be resigned, and merged in 
the universal and single sway of the do- 
minion of the Father, it is very evident 
that these declarations relate to the cessa- 
tion of the mediatorial office, which Christ 
undertook to fulfil, and not to an inherent 
inferiority of the person of Christ. It was 
included in the plan of human redemption, 
that the Messiah should sustain the office 
of Mediator for an appointed period, and 
therefore we find it said, “ Then cometh 
the end, when he shall have delivered 
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up the kingdom to God, even the Father” 
(I. Cor, xv. 24); and again, “ when all 
things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all.” (Ibid. v. 28). That 
it is the termination. of the mediatorial 
office that is here intended, is very: evident 
both from the nature of the covenant by 
which God engaged to bring salvation to 
man, and from other declarations of Scrip- 
ture respecting the eternal duration 4) the 
kingdom of J esus Christ. 


The plan of human redemption embraced 
the providing of a Mediator, in all his 
important offices of Prophet, Priest, and 
King,—the offer of pardon, and restoration 
to the favour of God, to be made during 
an appointed period,—the termination of 
the day of grace or the day of the visitation 
of mercy, and the final judgment, when 
the condition of the human race being un- 
alterably fixed, the necessity of a Mediator 
would cease with the exercise of the office. 
It is only during “ to-day,” or the continu- 
ance of the present dispensation of grace, 
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that men are invited to accept the proffered 
deliverance. _ ‘* To-day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.” (Psalm xcv. 
7.—Heb. ui. 7, 8). Uf this offer be rejected 
by man, no other will be made; there will 
be “no place of repentance,” but God will 
declare in his wrath, ‘“ that they shall not 
enter into his rest.”” And unless we ex- 
plain the declarations of Scripture, respect- 
ing the subjection of the Son to the Father, 
as relating solely to the termination of the 
office of Mediator, we shall not be able to 
reconcile such declarations with others, in 
which the everlasting dominion of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ is most distinctly 
asserted. We read in prophecy that of 
‘‘ the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end” (Isaiah ix. 7); his 
kingdom is stated to be one “ which shall 
never be destroyed, but which shall stand 
for ever” (Dan. 11. 44); it is the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. (IL. Pet. i. 11). «All power,” said — 
our Lord, “is given unto me in heaven, 
and in earth.” (Matt. xxvii. 18). “Iam 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, who is, and who 
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was, and who is to come,—The Almighty.” 
‘Tam he that liveth, and was dead,* and 
behold I live for evermore, Amen: and 
have the keys of hell.and of death.” (Rev. i. 
8. 18). Now no greater proof of the Divi- 
nity of our Lord, can be required than this, 
for the term ‘and was dead’ must apply to 
him in his human nature, and that of his 
being alive for ever to his Divine. God. 

* © Nothing can be clearer than that it is Jesus the Son of 
‘«* God who here speaks; not only from the application of the 
** words Alpha and Omega to himself, which in the Revelation, 
‘¢ in various passages, is ascribed to him, but from the 18th 
“* verse, where he says of himself, ‘I am he that liveth, and was 
‘¢ dead, and behold Iam alive for evermore, Amen!’” ‘ And it 
“« is further to be remarked (chap. xxii. 8), that the Angel who 
‘‘ is before represented speaking in the person of Christ, gives 
** place to Christ himself; *« J Jesus have sent mine Angel to 
“¢ testify unto you these things in the Churches. Iam the root 
‘* and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.’ 
‘* Here it was not deemed sufficient to represent the Angel 
“¢ speaking in the person of Christ, but Christ himself is also 
<< introduced speaking in his own person, confirming the Divine 
“* authority of the book of Revelation, and attesting it to be 
<< properly his.” (Bishop Newton). ‘‘ ‘1 am both the root and 
“¢ the offspring of David,’—whence he (that is, David) had his 
‘‘ beginning according to my Divinity; and the aes that 
** issued from David, according to my human nature.” ( Bp. 
Hall.) And the bright and morning star,’—giving light 
“* to the world after a long night of ignorance and superstition ; 
«« and to them who love such light, a certain prelude and earn- 
‘*¢ est of increasing knowledge and glory, ‘ shining forth more 
‘«* and more unto the perfect day.””” (Dean Woodhouse). 

EP 
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. as God, could never speak. of himself as 
dead; while God in Christ, assuming our 
humanity, could with great propriety make 
reference to his death. 


_ The power and authority which the Son 
will resign ‘‘ at the end,” are those with 
which he was invested for the discharge 
of his office as Mediator, which was ori- 
ginally designed to be of temporary dura- 
ation; but the essential glory and dignity 
of his Godhead remain unimpaired for 
ever and ever; hence the Father is repre- 
sented in Scripture as declaring to the Son, 
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 
(Heb. i. 8). As Mediator, all the circum- 
stances which were peculiar to him in that 
capacity will pass away, and the office 
itself become extinct; but as to the in- 
herent Divinity of his person, “ he is 
over all, God blessed for ever;” he is the 
same, and his years shall not fail (Heb. 1. 12) 

—‘‘ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day, and FOR EVER. (Heb. xin. 8). 


Thus we have seen the necessity ‘and 
advantages of the appointment of a Media- 
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tor, who should unite in one person both 
the Divine and human natures; and we 
have also attempted to show how necessary 
it is to the right understanding and to the 
harmonious agreement of those passages in 
Scripture, in which both the Divinity and 
humanity of the Saviour are clearly and 
distinctly stated, that we should be careful 
to distinguish between what is said of 
Christ in regard to the office which he 
sustained, which necessarily required him 
to be a man, and what is affirmed of him 
with respect to his essential dignity and 
glory, “as over all, God blessed for ever.” — 
And we would earnestly press upon the con- 
sideration of those, who deny the Divinity, 
of Christ, the necessity of observing this 
distinction, that they may see the agree- 
ment which reigns in all the declarations 
of Scripture on this point, and may with 
thankfulness receive a Mediator in their 
own nature,—‘ the man Christ Jesus ;” 
and at the same time not withhold from 
him, as “* Emmanuel, God with us,’ the ac- 
knowledgment of his Divine perfections, 
and the adorations which they owe to him 
as ‘‘ THE TRUE GoD AND ETERNAL LIFE.” 
F 2 
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LECTURE LV. 


TITLES OF THE DEITY ASCRIBED. TO CHRIST. 


Sr, Jonny, Chap. xiv. Verse 1. 
Ye believe in God, believe also in me. 


«THE LORD is merciful and gracious,” 
‘‘he knoweth our frame; he remembereth 
that we are dust.” (Psalm cui. 8.14). The 
gift of Revelation is an. act of his mercy, 
and intended to be our guide in those 
things. which are above the province of 
reason, and to make known to us those 
points which relate to the Supreme Being, 
and our condition as his creatures, our 
obligations, and our prospects,—which 
could never have been discovered’ by us 
without the aid of Divine illumination. 
Such being the nature and design of 
Revelation, we cannot suppose that any 
doctrine essential to our final salvation 
is so obscurely stated, or so imperfectly 
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declared in Scripture, as to be discovered 
and understood only by the learned, and 
to become a matter of doubtful disputation 
among men, whether it really be contained 
in the Word of God or not. We must 
conclude from the character of the Deity, 
and from the object of Revelation, that 
every doctrine necessary to our present 
condition, as creatures in a state of proba- 
tion, and to our future happiness in the 
world that 1s to come, is clearly and broad- 
ly stated in the pages of Holy Writ; so 
that, in the language of prophecy, ‘ the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein.” (Isaiah xxxv. 8). ‘* Good and 
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach 
sinners in the way.” (Psalm xxv. 8). 


The doctrine for which we are now con- 
tending, appears to us to be one on which 
our salvation is eminently dependent; and 
it is one which we also maintain to be 
most clearly, and fully, and explicitly 
stated in Scripture. That the consequences 
of receiving or rejecting this doctrine are 
most important, we have before briefly 
averred. Hither God’s own arm hath 
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brought us salvation, or the redemption of 
mankind is the work of a human agent, 
qualified for the office by the communica- 
tion of extraordinary gifts and powers; 
therefore we are brought to this conclusion 
with regard to the persons called Trinita- 
rians, and those called Socinians, that if 
the system of doctrine maintained by the 
former be scripturally true, then the latter 
cannot be true Christians; and if the So- 
cinian system be scripturally true, then 
their opponents are idolaters. 


It is worthy of remark, that the Socinian 
tenets are maintained chiefly by perplexing 
criticisms on the sacred text, by altering 
the received version, or by striking out 
those passages which cannot be moulded 
to their purpose,—which will not comport 
with their canon of interpretation. A 
creed which requires such means of de- 
fence, must be inherently defective; be- 
cause, as we have just stated, the Word 
of God is designed for the unlearned as 
well as the scholar; “ the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them ;”’ it is given “ to 
make men wise unto salvation,” and “ ALL 
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Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for mstruction im righteous- 
ness.” (II, Tum. iti. 16). Eternal Wisdom 
calleth to the simple, and to the fools, to 
hearken to “ the excellent things” which 
are declared to them m words which are 
‘* All plain to him that understandeth, and 
right to them that find alate: ” (Prov. 
vil. 5, 6. 9). % 


The names. and teirtesionts of the Deity 
are incommunicable to any created being ; 
therefore, wherever we find them ascribed, 
we must conclude that they point out to 
us the only infinite and eternal God. Let 
us then carefully examine some of those 
passages of Scripture, where Jesus Christ 
is called by the names of the Deity, and 
in which religious homage is offered to 
him as God, and the exclusive operations 
of Deity are ascribed to him. 


Christ, as “ the Angel of the Lord,” ap- 
peared to the Fathers under the old Cove- 
nant; he it was that manifested himself to 
Moses in the burning bush, and proclaimed 
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his dignity, saying, “* Tam the God. of thy 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”. (Ex. iii. 6); 
In the rehearsal which Stephen made be: 
fore the council, of the history of the Is- 
raelites, he mentions the Angel which ap- 
peared in the bush as the Mediator between 
God and the people, affirming that God 
sent Moses to be a “ ruler and a deliverer, 
by the hands of the Angel which appeared 
to him in the bush”’ (Acts vii. 35);—* the 
Angel which spake to him in the Mount 
Sinai.” (Ibid. 38). This Angel could have 
been no other than the Divine Redeemer, 
who was God and man in one person; for 
he whose voice proceeded from the mi- 
raculous appearance of fire, 1s. called both 
the Angel,” and “ God;” « The Angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of 
fire, out of the midst of the bush ;’—“ God 
called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush.” (Ez. i1. 24). This is he who was 
promised to go before the Israelites as an 
Angel, to keep them in the way, and to 
bring them into the place which was pre- 
pared for them, and in whom the name of 
God was set. (Hx. xxi. 20. 24). 


76 TITLES OF THE DEITY 


One of the names given in prophecy to 
the Mediator was, ‘‘ The everlasting Father” 
(Isaiah ix. 6); and we have a remarkable 
appropriation of this title by Christ him- 
self, in his last intercourse with his disci- 
ples, when enforcing the medium of access 
to God by himself, « Philip saith unto 
him, Lord, show us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I 
have been so long time with you, and hast thou 
not known me, Phiip? HE THAT HATH 
SEEN ME, HATH SEEN THE FATHER; and 
how sayest thou show us the Father?” (John 


xiv. 8, 9). 


The name peculiarly applied to Christ 
in the New Testament, is The Lord, a 
term of the same import as the revered 
name of JEHOVAH in the Old Testa- 
ment ;—-and when the doubting disciple 
had his objections all removed, by the 
most satisfactory proofs that his Divine 
Master was indeed arisen from the dead, 
he offered his homage to the Saviour, by 
addressing him as the Creator and Sove- 
reign Ruler of all things, exclaiming “ my 
Lord, and my God.” (John xx. 28. The 
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evasion by which the Socinians endeavour 
to get rid of this decisive testimony to the 
Divinity of Christ, scarce deserves notice. 
They are driven to the unreasonable and 
improbable conjecture, that Thomas em- 
ployed those words not as an acknowledg- 
ment of the Divine nature of Jesus Christ, 
but as a sudden exclamation, drawn from 
him by the unexpected appearance of his 
Master, whom he believed to be dead and 
in his tomb!! Can we for a moment 
suppose that the disciple was in the habit 
of profanely using the name of God, or 
that he would have so used it in the pre- 
sence of Christ, or that such a use of it 
would have been passed over by our Lord 
without reproof? This Scriptural  testi- 
mony to the doctrine which we are en- 
deavouring to illustrate, is not to be 
shaken by such forced and unnatural in- 
terpretations of the passage, as are re- 
sorted to by the impugners of the doctrine 
in question. The whole tenour of the 
narrative in which the expression is re- 
lated, shows that Thomas made a direct 
address to Jesus, in language which his 
increased knowledge, and his now con- 
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firmed: faith, dictated as the proper ex- 
pression of the ore and ee ned 
his faeprty | 
He 1S wselto coll dai ff the Lord! of glory” 

ne Cor. ..8);- and this is a. title which 
cannot be given to any created being, 
without incurring the guilt of blasphemy. 
This title, so distinctly applied to. Christ 
by the Apostle Paul, is confirmed by the 
testimony. of prophecy; Isaiah relates a 
vision in which he beheld «the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up,” 
and the attendant angels cried one. to 
another and said, ‘‘ holy, holy, holy ts the 
Lord of hosts. The whole earth as full of 
his glory.” (Isaiah. vi. 1, 3)... We are war- 
ranted in making this application of the 
prophetic vision, by the authority of the 
Evangelist John, who, referring to this 
part of Holy Writ, says,“ these things said 
Esaias, when he saw his glory and spake 
of him” (John xii. 41); therefore we may 
_ justly apply also to Christ, the language 
of David, when by the aid of inspiration, 
he anticipated the triumph. of our Lord’s 
ascension to heaven, ‘‘ Lift up your heads, 
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O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlast- 
ing doors, and the King of glory ‘shall 
come in.. Who is this King of glory? the 
Lord of hosts, he is the Herne of | ribeye 
(Psalm xxiv.9, 10). — 


* The commentary of Bishop Horne upon these ha is 
so striking, that I cannot omit transcribing it. ©“ We ‘must 
“* now, after reading these -words,”’ says he, ‘form to our- 
“‘ selves an idea of the Lord of glory, after his resurrection 
<< from the dead, making his entry into the eternal ‘temple j in 
<¢ heaven, as of old, ‘by the symbol of his presence he took 
<* possession of that figurative and temporary structure. which 
** once stood on the hill of Zion. We are to conceive him 
« gradually rising from Mount Olivet into the air, taking the 
<¢ clouds for his chariot, and ascending up on high, while 
“some of the angels like:the Levites in procession, attendant 
*‘ upon the triumphant Messiah in the, day of his power, de- 
“© mand that those everlasting gates and doors, hitherto shut 
‘and barred against the race of Adam, should be thrown 
6 open for his admission into the realms of bliss; “Lift up 
‘* your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up ye everlasting 
<¢ doors, and the King of glory shall come in.” On hearing 
*‘ this voice of jubilee and exultation from the earth—the 
‘‘ abode of misery and sorrow—the rest of the angels asto- 
*¢ nished at the thought.of a Man claiming a right of entrance 
‘¢ into the happy regions, ask from within, lke the Levites 
‘in the temple, ‘Who is this King of glory?? To which 
“¢ question’ the attendant angels answer. in a strain ‘of joy 
“and triumph, and let the church of the redeemed answer 
« with them,. «The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty 
¢ in battle,’ the Lorp Jesus, victorious over sin, death, and 
“hell. Therefore we say, and with holy transport:we repeat 
“* it, * Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
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_ It is worthy of our notice, that whatever 
titles indicative of Deity, are given m 
prophecy to the Messiah, we ever find 
them appropriated by our Lord himself, 
or titles of similar import are assigned him 
by the writers of the New Testament. 
We have already seen some striking illus- 
trations of this kind, and may select some 
others, among which that afforded us in 
the prophet Isaiah is not the least remark- 
able. The Mediator is there called, ‘ the 
mighty God” (ix. 6); and by St. Paul, 
Jesus Christ is said to be ‘God our Savi- 
our,’—‘ the great God and our Saviour.” 
(Tttus . 10, 13). The beloved disciple 
also, after pointing out in his first epistle, 
Jesus Christ as the “Son of God,” and 

enforcing the beneficial consequences of 
faith in him, concludes by affirming of 
him, ‘This is the true God and eternal 
life.” (I. John v. 20). To which we may 


‘< everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in.’ 
** And if any ask ‘Who is the King of glory?’ To heaven 
**and earth we proclaim aloud, ‘The Lord of hosts’—the 
‘¢ all-conquering Messiah—head over every creature—the 
“leader of the armies of JEnovan, ‘He is the King of 
*¢ glory.” Even so, glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.” 
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also add the testimony of another inspired 
writer,. who ascribes, ‘to the only wise 
God our Saviour, glory and majesty, do- 
minion and power. both now and ever.” 


(Jude v. 25). 


The grand design of the coming of the 
Messiah, was to redeem us from the curse 
of a broken law, and to restore us to the 
favour of God; and the price of this re- 
demption was to be the humiliation and 
death of the Mediator. That this mission 
was accomplished by Jesus Christ, is not 
disputed by any who call themselves Chris- 
tians; but there is not so general a consent 
with respect to the person and rank of the 
Messiah. The records in which his mission 
was foretold, and in which all the circum- 
stances of it are narrated, can be the only 
legitimate testimony in deciding so im-~ 
portant a point, and we desire no other; 
“To the law and to the testimony” (Isa. 
vill. 20) we make our appeal; and if the 
inspired volume be suffered to speak for 
itself on this important point, according to 
the evident grammatical intention of the 
passages adduced as explanations of this 

G 
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doctrine, we do not fear to assert that the 
true and proper Divinity of Christ, as well 
as his true and proper manhood, will be 
fully and completely established. Christ 
himself declared that he came “ to seek 
and to save that which was lost”—(Luke 
xix. 10),—‘‘ to lay down his life as a ran- 
som” (Matt. xx. 28); and his Apostles 
declare the same object of his Divine mis- 
sion :——‘‘ God, sent his only begotten, Son 
into the world, that we might live through 
him.” ‘* Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
(I. John iv. 9. 20). 


All those who actually partake of the 
benefits of the mediatorial mission of Christ 
are called. the Church, of the living God ; 
and in the Acts of the Apostles we read 
that this Church God ‘ hath purchased 
with his own blood.’ (Acts. xx. 28); andiin 
the General Epistle of John we have a 
similar declaration, ‘‘ Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us.” (L. John ii. 16). Thus. then 
we have both the Divine and human na- 


& 
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tures of our Lord brouglit into one view. 

Jesus Christ is said’ to have given himself 
“for us, that he might redéenv us from all 
iniquity” (Titus ii. 14); and yet “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
hitnself. ” (II. Cor. v. 19). Here we have 
the human nature suffering for the sins of 
mankind, and the Divine nature imparting 
full and prevalent efficacy to those vicari- 
ous sufferings. God himself provides a 
ransom in the person and mediation of the 
‘«“man Christ Jesus;” and he also makes 
thé ptirchase available to the redemption 
of a lost and fallen world, by the mysteri- 
ous and ineffable union of the Godhead 
with the proper humanity of the Mediator. 


Thus all the glory of man’s: salvation 
redounds to God. He is the offended 
party; and yet he provides the Mediator 
who should make peace between his own 
just anger, and the sins of man. He be- 
comes at once the victim of atonement, 
and the assertor of the claims of his vio- 
lated’ law,—the avenger, and reconciler. 
The main design of the incarnation of our 
Lord, was to show to men that the law of 

G2 
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God was holy, and just, and true,—that 
God was infinitely worthy of our obedience 
and love,—and that sin was an evil of the 
greatest magnitude. Thus all the world 
becomes guilty before God; the justice of 
God is satisfied im all its righteous de- 
mands, his law magnified, his truth glori- 
fied, and his righteousness manifested to 
the justification of sinners. 


If Christ and the Father are one, then 
the manifestation of the Son in the flesh 
was merely the accomplishment of the 
purposes of God in the salvation of men, 
and not the commencement of the exist- 
ence of Christ. As one with the Father, 
he claimed for himself an eternal existence. 
The pre-existence of Christ, before he ap- 
peared upon the earth, is not only suffici- 
ently established by Scripture, but his glory 
also as the eternal, self-existent God, 1s 
clearly vindicated. We have already offered 
a brief remark on this head, to which we 
may now add the following. When our 
Lord was about to be offered up as a sacri- 
fice for sin, and to ascend to his Father, 
he addressed a prayer to heaven, in the 
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character and office of Mediator, claiming 
for himself the restoration of that glory 
which he had enjoyed before the com- 
mencement of the present order of being ; 
« And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self, with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was.” (John xvii. 5). 
Here is a distinct assertion of equality with 
the Father, both as to existence, and glory ; 
and at the same time an evident allusion 
to his present state of humiliation, as one 
to which he had for a time descended; 
and the cessation of that inferior office; 
and a resumption of his Divine glory and 
blessedness, ete 


Religious homage was also offered to 
Christ; and accepted by him, without re- 
buking those who paid this adoration to 
him. If Christ were a mere man, and to 
be ranked only among other eminent 
servants of God,—Prophets and Apostles, 
it is self-evident that he would have dis- 
claimed with abhorrence the acceptance 
of religious homage. We find this to have 
been the universal practice of holy men of 


old, and of angelic beings. The Apostle 
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Peter refused even the inferior homage 
paid to him by the centurion Cornelius ; 
for we cannot suppose that this devout 
man fell into so gross a mistake as to offer 
the same kind of homage to the Apostle, 
as he would have done to God. He sup- 
posed the Apostle to be a heayenly mes- 
senger, on an errand of mercy to him and 
his house; and yet St. Peter declined this 
inferior homage, saying, “ Stand up, I 
myself also am a man.” (Acts x. 26). And 
in the Apocalypse we find the Apostle John, 
so overwhelmed with the glory and awful 
splendour of the yision, as to prostrate 
himself before the Angel that attended to 
explain the mysteries. But this heavenly 
messenger instantly rebuked him, saying, 
“ See thou do it not; for I am thy fellow- 
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them who keep the sayings of this 
book; worship God.” (Rev. xxii. 9). Not 
so when the same Apostle felh at the feet 
of « Jesus Christ, who is the faithful wit- 
ness” (Rev. i. 5); HE accepted the adora- 
tion as his just right, and as a proper 
expression of the devout homage of his 
servant; and added his indubitable title 
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to this religious service, saying, ‘ I am the 
first and the last: I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell, and of death.” (Rev. i. 17, 18). And 
we have already seen in the case of 
Thomas, that our Lord when on earth 
accepted a distinct address of religious 
adoration by the titles of Lord and God. 
Religious adoration was also required from 
the Angels towards the Mediator, as “ being 
made so much better than the Angels,” 
and as ‘‘ having by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than they ;” there- 
fore, “when he (the Father) bringeth in 
the first begotten into the world, he saith, 
And let all the Angels of God worship 
him.” (/Teb. i. 4, 6). | 


The chief doctrine of Revelation’ is the 
unity of the Godhead. « The first of all 
the commandments is, Hear, O Israel: 
the Lord our God is one Lord.” (Mark 
xii. 29). He is the only proper object of 
religious’ adoration, in opposition to all the 
false and imaginary deities of Paganism. 
Those Christians who hold the true and 
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proper doctrine of the Divinity of Christ, 
are not on that account chargeable with 
idolatry; for, although they think them- 
selves warranted by the testimony of Serip- 
ture to pray to Christ as God, and to 
exercise the same faith in him as they 
do in God, yet they do not worship more 
than one God; but they believe he has 
manifested himself to mankind as one 
undivided essence, subsisting in three 
persons—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
And although they believe each of these 
persons to be truly and properly God, yet 
they do not worship three Gods, but the 
unity of the Godhead. This doctrine is 
indeed far above their comprehension, in 
common with many other parts both 
of Revelation and of the Divine govern- 
ment; but they receive it without cavil- 
ling, and with reverence and humility, 
because it is clearly revealed in the Word 
of God. This doctrine is not propounded 
so much to our understanding, as to our 
faith; and yet it contains nothing that 
requires violence to be done to our reason 
before we can receive it. It is self-evident 
that we cannot have a full and perfect 
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knowledge of the Divine nature; that 
which is purely spiritual, is not cognizable 
by our limited capacities of knowledge, 
either with respect to its constitution, or 
its mode of existence. All] that it behoves 
us to do, is to examine carefully the testi- 
mony of Scripture on this high and awful 
subject, and to take no other guide, re- 
ceiving with silent reverence and adoring 
faith, all that it has pleased God to reveal 
unto us concerning himself. 


We have shown at large in our first 
Lecture, the nature of faith in God, and 
have seen that a similar faith in all its 
extent is demanded of us for Jesus Christ 
We no where find the Prophets requiring 
their hearers to exercise faith in them, 
connecting as of equal authority their own 
commands with those of God. But Christ 
commands us ‘to * believe in him as we 
believe in God ;” he requires us to yield 
obedience to his commands; he promises 
eternal life, as in his own disposal and 
gift,—* If any man love me, he will keep 
my words, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him and make our 
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abode with him.” (John xiv. 2, 3). “ My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me. And I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand.” (John x. 27, 28). This is the 
language of Deity. And in using these 
declarations, Christ is characteristically 
distinguished from all the Prophets and 
Apostles ; for which of them ever employed 
such expressions, when stating the nature 
of their mission, or the authority with 
which they were invested; which of them 
ever appropriated to himself personally 
that honour which belongeth unto God 
alone ! 


When our Lord prayed to his Father, 
it was:in the capacity of Mediator, in which 
he was necessarily inferior, having takem 
on himself the ‘form of a servant,” that he 
might fulfil all the requirements of that 
office. And as the continual Intercessor 
on our behalf with God, he is the only 
medium through whom we can obtain a 
gracious answer to our prayers. “ If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
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it.” (John xiv. 14), Therefore our prayers 
are always to be addressed to God through 
the Mediator; we are to approach the 
throne of grace in the name of Christ, as 
the only way of access to the Father. 


But prayer is to be offered to Christ as 
God. The holy martyr, Stephen, im the 
awful moment of his dissolution, hesitated 
not to address his dying prayer to Jesus 
‘Christ as God; ‘and. they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” (4cfs vii. 59). And 
St. Paul, when suffering under severe 
temptations, cried to Jesus, his sympa- 
thising and almighty Saviour, for strength 
to overcome all his adversaries, He says 
that he ‘‘ besought the Lord thrice,” that 
the peculiar trouble under which he la- 
boured, might depart from him; and _ re- 
ceived for an answer to his prayers, the 
encouraging declaration, ‘‘My grace is 
sufficient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Whose grace 
and strength were thus promised, the 
Apostle himself shows us when he says, 


‘ Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
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in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.” (II. Cor, xii. 8, 9). 


Let us then imitate these holy men, and 
rejoice to call on the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, beseeching him, who is “ the 
King of glory,” to establish our souls in 
the truth as it is in himself;—to reveal to 
us by his Spirit all things necessary to our 
final salvation,—to keep us from falling 
into any error fatal to our souls,—to grant 
us his Divine peace,—to deliver us from 
the snares of the world, the lusts of the 
flesh, and the wiles of our spiritual adver- 
sary Satan,—and finally to preserve our 
whole spirit, soul, and body, blameless 
unto “his coming in glory, to judge the 
world in righteousness!” (I. Thess. v. 23). 
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LECTURE V. 


OPERATIONS OF THE DEITY ASCRIBED TO CHRIST. 


Sr. Jon, Chap. xiv. Verse f. 
Ye beheve in God, believe also in me. 


THE declarations that are made in Scrip- 
ture concerning Christ, both with regard 
to his humanity and his Divinity, are not 
reconcileable on,any other system than that 
which is held by those called Trinitarians, 
which states that. the human. and Divine 
natures were united! in. one person.—The 
language which Christ himself used, cannot 
be defended on. any other grounds than his 
absolute equality with, the Father. If he 
were a: mere man, like other Propliets’ 
sent from God, he must be charged with 
‘the most heinous presumption and: blas- 
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phemy. While our Lord abode on earth 
with his disciples, before the extensive 
communication of the Divine influence of 
the Holy Spirit—the Comforter, they were 
in a great measure ignorant of the con- 
stitution of his person, as they were also 
of the true design of his mission. It was 
only on extraordinary occasions, or by the 
special teaching of God, that they dis- 
covered a true knowledge of the person 
and ministry of their Master. Such was the 
case when Peter replied to a question from 
Jesus to his disciples, respecting the opi-’ 
nions of men concerning him: “ He asked 
his disciples, saying, whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am? And they ans- 
wered, Some say that thou art John the 
Baptist : some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, 
or one of the Prophets. He saith unto 
them, But whom say ye that lam? And 
Simon Peter answered’ and said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 
xvi. 13—17). By which reply of our Lord, 
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it appears that the knowledge which Peter 
discovered of the true nature of the person 
of Christ, was by especial Divine commu- 
nication.. Another remarkable instance 
is found in the case of Thomas, who when 
he beheld indubitable proof of the resur- 
rection of Christ, addressed to his Lord 
that direct acknowledgment of his Divinity, 
which we have already examined in a for- 
mer Lecture. 


After the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ, he imparted, according to his pro- 
mise, that effusion of the Holy Spirit 
which brought to the recollection of the 
Evangelists and Apostles, all the material 
circumstances of the ministry of their 
Lord, and his most important instruc- 
tions; and at the same time enabled them 
to understand the true meaning of the 
sayings of Christ, and to form a correct 
notion respecting the dignity of his nature. 
We have already seen some of the Titles 
by which they spoke of Christ, as ex- 
pressive of his Godhead and equality with 
the Father. Let us now examine some of 
those passages in which the exclusive and 

H 
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proper operations of the Deity are ascribed 
to Christ. 


In the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, 
we are informed that the knowledge of the 
being of a God may be obtained from be- 
holding his works; “for the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead.” (Rom. 1. 20). 
And in. the Gospel of St. John we are 
assured that all things were made by Christ, 
“ and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.” (John i. 3). ‘ The eter- 
nal power and Godhead” of the Creator 
are visible in his works; these works are 
ascribed to Christ, therefore he is “ The 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of 
the Ends of the Earth.” (Isa. xl. 28). And 
not only is he the Creator of that portion 
of the works of God, which are accessible 
to our faculties, but « by him were all 
things created that are in heaven and that 
are in the earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers; all things were 
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created by him and for him.” (Coloss. 1. 16). 
Language cannot furnish a more explicit 
declaration of “ the eternal power and God- 
head” of Christ, than is afforded us in these 
passages of Scripture, in which the works 
of the creation are made to point to us the 
existence of God; and these works are most 
distinctly ascribed to Christ. Can we then 
hesitate to pay him Divine honours,—to 
imitate the primitive Christians, who in 
their assemblies for religious worship sang 
hymns of praise to Christ as God,—and 
to acknowledge with reverential gratitude 
our infinite obligations to him, who veiled 
the glories of his Godhead under a human 
form, and came and sojourned with us, 
that we might be raised from earth to 
heaven! The worship of heaven is offered 
to God as the Creator. “Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power: for thou: hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.” (Rev. iv. 11). Let. us then on 
earth join the celestial host, and by the 
authority of the Word of God ascribe to 
“ Emmanuel, God with us,’ the glory 
iH) 2 
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which is due to him who “ in the begin- 
ning created the heaven and the earth” 
(Gen. 1. 1),—whose ‘is the earth and the 
fulness thereof, the world and they that 
dwell therein; for he hath founded it 
upon the seas, and established it upon 
the floods.” (Psalm xxiv. 1, 2). 


But omnipotence is not the only Divine 
perfection ascribed to Christ, as the Creator 
of all things; he is also said to possess 
omniscience. The knowledge of the secrets 
of the human heart—of the most hidden 
thoughts of men, is the peculiar province 
of Deity. ‘« The Lord’s throne is in 
heaven, his eyes behold, his eyelids try the 
children of men.” (Psalm xi. iv). “1 the 
Lord search the heart and try the reins, 
~ eyen to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruits of his 
doings.” (Jer. xvil. 10). ‘* Thou, even thou 
only knowest the hearts of all the children 
of men.” (I. Aengs viii. 39). This perfec- 
tion, which is the. exclusive property of 
God, is very clearly stated to reside in 
Christ. ‘ He knew all men, and needed 
not that any should testify of man, for he 
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knew what was in man.” (John ii. 24, 25). 
And he asserts this Divine perfection to 
be his own prerogative, saying, “ All the 
churches shall know that I am he who 
searcheth the reins and hearts; and I will 
give unto every one of you according to 
your work.” (Rev. ii. 23). The recesses of 
the human heart are completely hidden 
from mere mortal cognizance. It is the 
privilege of the mind to indulge in its 
speculations, and form its plans and opi- 
nions, and launch forth into a train of 
thought and meditation, in its own im- 
penetrable secrecy: no other mind is privy 
to its operations; it enjoys in this respect 
perfect freedom, and is exempt from all 
human direction and control. These veiled 
operations and hidden courses are exposed 
only to the all-seeing eye of the eternal 
Creator. He knows the inmost recesses 
of the human mind; he searches us and 
tries us, and understands our thoughts 
afar off, and there is not a word in our 
tongue but he knows it altogether. (Psalm 
exxxix, 1, 2, 3). And this knowledge be- 
Jongs to our Lord Jesus Christ as ‘ the 
true God.” Thereby his love, and pity, 
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and sympathy, as a partaker of humanity, 
are directed to the wise and gracious ad- 
ministration of all that concerns the welfare 
of his servants.—Thereby the interests of 
his Church, the government of which rests 
upon his shoulder, are fully secured.— 
Thereby he becomes the righteous Judge 
of all men: his final decree must be marked 
by unerring wisdom and immaculate jus- 
tice. As possessed of omniscience, he is 
capable of weighing the spirits of men 
(Prov. xvi. 2),—of ascertaining their crim- 
inality,—of rightly estimating the power of 
temptation over each individual, from the 
particular constitution of each person,— 
of judging the nature of the secret motives 
which have impelled men in their conduct 
through life——their false reasonings, whe- 
ther proceeding from depravity of heart, 
or prejudices of education, or invincible 
ignorance,—their mistakes in matters of 
faith, and the erroneous doctrines which 
they have imbibed, whether arising from 
wilfulness of spirit, which rejects every 
sentiment that is propounded as the object 
of religious belief, if it is contrary to a 
favourite scheme of religion which they 
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have marked out to themselves, or if it 
thwarts their corrupt propensities and de- 
nies all gratification to sin of every kind; 
or whether proceeding from a defect in 
the understanding, or limited means of 
religious knowledge. In short, Jesus 
Christ, as the omniscient God, is fully 
qualified to vindicate the Divine govern- 
ment, and to pass on men and Angels a 
sentence as unreprovable for its justice 
and wisdom, as it will be irreversible in 
its nature and operation. 


_ Sin is an offence committed against the 
eternal God; it is a violation of his just 
and holy law; it is a defiance of his power, 
and a contempt of his threatenings; and 
it is an evil of infinite magnitude, because 
it is committed against a Being infinite in 
all his glorious perfections. We may then 
join with the Scribes of old and ask, “ Who 
can forgive sins, but God only 2” (Mark ut. 
7). This must be one of the prerogatives 
of Deity.—He only against whom the 
offence is committed, can remit both the 
guilt and the punishment. But we find 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when on earth, 
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asserting his right to the exercise of this 
power. Not only did he discover his com- 
passionate love in healing the diseases of 
them who applied to him for relief, but he 
also displayed his Divine authority in can- 
celling all their guilt, and remitting the 
punishment to which they were exposed, 
by reason of their transgressions. ‘‘ Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee” (Mark u. 5), 
was the absolution pronounced with au- 
thority by Christ, over those who sought 
to partake of his miraculous interposition 
in behalf of suffering humanity. And 
when this exercise of a Divine prerogative 
gave offence to his enemies, and they ad- 
judged him guilty of blasphemy on that 
account, he affirmed that “ the Son of man 
had power on earth to forgive sins.” As 
Mediator, by the office which he assumed, 
he came to perform and to suffer all things 
requisite to the procuring of the pardon of 
our sins; but as God he dispenses pardon 
and remits our transgressions. Thus “ all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ. God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 
(IL. Cor. v. 18, 19). 
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As the creation of the world was the 
sole operation of God, so the providential 
administration of the world belongs ex- 
clusively to him ;-—that is, so far as relates 
to the appointment of the course and order 
of events, the actual support of all things 
in their state of being, and the control 
exercised over them. We know from 
Holy Scripture that the Angels are em- 
ployed in executing the commands of God ; 
their agency is frequently stated both in 
works of judgment and of mercy, both in 
destroying and preserving alive. Such 
was the case of the army of Sennacherib, 
which was destroyed in one night by an 
Angel (IL. Kings xix. 35); and such was 
the agency of the Angel who opened the 
prison doors, and released the Apostles 
when imprisoned by their enemies. (Acts v. 
19). But we do not find our Lord assign- 
ing as an authority for his works, a power 
delegated to him by God,—a commission 
submitted to his execution, except when 
speaking of himself in the capacity of 
Mediator; nor do we find the inspired 
writers ascrtbing his power and govern- 
ment to a mere appoinment, to which he 
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was constituted by God. He claims for 
himself an authority and power equal to 
that of the Father: «« My Father worketh 
hitherto and I work.’ (John v. 17). And 
the Apostle Paul declares that “ by him 
all things consist.” (Coloss. i. 17). And 
again, he speaks of him as “ upholding all 
things by the word of his power.” (Heb. 1. 
3). The Angels in every instance ex- 
ercise their power as having a charge 
assigned to them:—‘ Are they not all 
ministering Spirits?” (fed. 1. 14). They 
are always so represented, and never act 
or speak by their own inherent authority. 
But to Christ it is said, ‘ Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” (feb. 1. 8). 
His authority as God is underived, in- 
herent, and eternal. It was his creative 
Word which called the universe into being, 
and ordained the stupendous courses of 
the heavenly orbs, and adorned our earth 
with its beauty, and formed man and 
beast; and the same Word goeth forth 
daily to the preservation of all his works. 
His providential care supplies the wants 
of all living creatures, and appoints. the 
bounds of their habitations, and the period 
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of their lives. His eye neither slumber- 
eth nor sleepeth; the energies of his pro- 
vidential administration are at no time 
suspended or diminished; there is at no 
time either being, or action, or purpose, 
independent of his superintendence and 
control. “The Lord hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
ruleth over all.’ (Psalm ci. 19). How 
consoling is the reflection, that we are 
never forgotten by our Lord—never over- 
looked in the immensity of his kingdom. 
The interests of the meanest of his servants 
lie as near his heart, as the welfare of 
sovereigns and of empires... Nay, even the 
hairs of our heads are all numbered; and 
as nothing in the world is so great as to be 
above the control of the Saviour, so nothing 
that involves the well-being of any of his 
people, is too insignificant for his notice 
and gracious direction. Let the confi- 
dence of faith then dwell in the heart 
of every humble believer, and the praises 
of God his Saviour be upon his lips; 
Jet him say, “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me bless his holy 
name.” (Psalm ci. 1). “ My meditation 
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of him shall be sweet; I will be glad in 
the Lord.” (Psalm civ, 34), 


Our Lord’s providential direction of the 
world includes also the care of his church, 
the government of which is upon his 
shoulder. In regard to this part of his 
Divine government, he has left with us 
this gracious promise, ‘ Lo, | am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
(Matt. xxviii. 20). The perpetual presence 
of Christ with his church secures its 
guidance, defence, and prosperity. As he 
led and protected his church of old, by 
the visible appearance of a cloud in the 
day time, and a light of fire all the night ; 
so his invisible presence now directs all 
events in his spiritual kingdom and church. 
To his love and care we owe the present 
prosperity which attends our most holy 
religion; he has preserved for us his word 
and his ordinances, and all our numerous 
and valuable religious advantages are de- 
rived from him, ‘the means of grace,” as 
well ‘the hope of glory.” And although 
nearly two thousand years have elapsed 
since Christianity .was first established 
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upon the earth, and its progress has been 
slow, and its acknowledged authority of 
limited extent, yet we know that the head 
of the church will not cease till he has 
established and made ‘“ Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth.” (Isazah Ixii. 7). The enemies 
of all true religion may cavil and object. 
that if the Christian religion were of God, 
its sway would be universal; and that if 
it were so great a blessing as its votaries 
assert, God would not have so long with- 
held it from so many nations of the earth, 
which are still living in the darkness and 
erossness of idolatry. But the sincere and 
humble Christian is silent under the Divine 
government, from the consideration that 
infinite wisdom and goodness direct all its 
operations; and from the constant im- 
pression that man is altogether incompe- 
tent to decide on the nature of God’s moral 
government of the universe. Such know- 
ledge is too wonderful for us, it is high we 
cannot attain unto it (Psalm cxxxix. 6); it 
is beyond the scope of our intellect. We 
are unable to say how far all people are 
actually benefited by the dispensations of 
the Gospel; and to undervalue or reject 
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this dispensation because we see difficulties 
in its administration, 1s both unreasonable 
and impious, as well as dangerous to our 
souls. We cannot penetrate the hidden 
counsels and purposes of God; “ the secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God, but 
those things which are revealed belong 
unto us.” (Deut. xxix. 29). And so far as 
God hath been pleased to reveal his pur- 
poses to us, we see them either fulfilled, 
or in actual accomplishment. It is_ suffi- 
cient for us that the government is upon 
the shoulder of him who is “ mighty to 
save.” God hath sworn by himself, saying, 
“as truly as [ live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the Lord.’ (Nwm. 
xiv. 21); therefore we may confidently 
look forward to that ‘fulness of time,” 
when the seventh angel shall sound his 
trumpet, and this voice shall be heard in 
heaven, saying, “the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.” (Rev. xi. 15). 


The raising of the dead at the final judg- 
ment, is another operation peculiar to the 
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Deity ; but it is ascribed to Christ im the 
Sacred Writings. He himself declared «I 
am the resurrection and the life.” (John 
xi. 25). ‘As the Father raiseth up the 
dead, and quickeneth them, even so the 
Son quickeneth whom he will.” (John 
v.21). “The hour is coming in which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice.” 
(John v. 28). This is an act of omnipo- 
tence; for no power short of this could 
restore life to any one, much less to the 
innumerable myriads of the race of men 
whom the judgment-day shall behold 
again called into life. Some of the emi- 
nent servants of God have been. em- 
powered in one or two instances, to recall 
the departed spirit to its fleshly taber- 
nacle; but in the case of the general re- 
surrection, the act will proceed solely from 
God; and here we see our Lord claiming 
equality with the Father in this exercise of 
Divine right, «« As the Father raiseth up 
the dead and quickeneth them, even so 
the Son quickeneth whom he will.” His 
Almighty voice will restore animation 
to the mouldering dust of the victims of 
death. A thousand destructive agents 


112 OPERATIONS OF THE DEITY 


have conspired to annihilate the particles 
which once composed the fabric of their 
mortal bodies,—they have passed through 
a multitude of changes, and have assumed 
a great variety of forms,—the earth, the 
air, the fire, and the water have received 
the crumbling remains,—the wrecks of 
mortality ;—they have been incorporated 
with a thousand different substances, ani- 
mate and inanimate—bird, beast, fish, and 
insect,—their component parts have been 
separated, and deposited in distant regions 
of the earth,—whole continents and seas 
have intervened between the corporeal 
members,—but, the voice which first spake 
them into existence—which called them 
forth from nothing, shall “ in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye,” restore them 
to their original form, and appearance. 
The complete identity of every individual 
shall be satisfactorily established. The 
sea shall give up the dead which are in it, 
death and hell shall deliver up the dead 
which are in them, and small and great 
shall stand before God. (Rev. xx. 12, 13). 
Our eyes shall behold the Judge of all the 


earth ; and we shall see and forma part of 
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the countless multitudes that shall stand 
before the throne; “ for we must all appear 
before the judgment. -seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath peng 
whether it be good or bad.” i Cor. v. 10). 


The restoration to life is not the ouly 
act of Divine sovereignty which will then 
be displayed; the final, irreversible de- 
eision of the fate of men and Angels will 
then also be pronounced. It. is for this 
end that the dead will be raised, “ and the 
Angels who kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains under darkness, unto 
the judgment of the great day.” (Jude v. 
6). There shall be a universal judgment, 
and each one of us, my beloved, must ap- 
pear there for an individual and personal 
decision. The nation or family to which 
we have belonged, will make no change 
in our destiny ; there will be no allotment 
of happiness or misery according to lan- 
guage, or climate, or kindred, or connec- 
tion, or office, but every one must answer 
for himself unto God. Ido not mean that 
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men will be called upon to enter into a 
detailed justification of the particular acts 
of their lives, and to excuse and palliate 
their crimes, and endeavour to shake off 
their guilt, as some persons it is feared 
ignorantly presume;—this would be to 
make God like one of us. He knows the 
hearts of all men, and when he summons 
them to judgment, it will not be to see 
who can, or who cannot clear themselves, 
but to decide on the character of each 
individual, according to the advantages 
they have enjoyed, and the uses they have 
made of them. Their period of probation 
expired with their lives, and judgment is 
now to be pronounced, and mercy is no 
longer to be offered. And even if God 
should thus call man to account, and de- 
mand a justification of all his conduct, 
‘‘ how should man be just with God? If 
he will contend with him, he cannot ans- 
wer him one of a thousand.” (Jod ix. 2, 3). 


Who amongst us has laid this awful 
scene sufficiently to heart? We belieye 
that it will one day be disclosed,—that we 
must bear our part in it; but we seem to 
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regard it at almost an interminable dis- 
tance.—In the same manner we too often 
act in regard to death, we believe that 
‘‘in Adam all die,” but we live as though 
the period of our lives were undetermined, 
aud that as we approached it, it receded 
from us; whereas it remains fixed and 
unalterable, and every moment brings us 
nearer to the awful hour. We never doubt 
that there will be a final judgment, but 
we place it so far remote, that the belief 
has but little practical influence on our 
hives. And how many live in an absolute 
and total forgetfulness of it! Their minds 
never revert to it as a day in whose trans- 
actions their dearest and most valuable 
interests are involved. They heed not 
that the decision passed upon them on 
that day will be unchangeable, and there- 
fore they make no attempt to avail them- 
selves of the means of grace, by which that 
decree may be made the security of their 
everlasting happiness, instead of being— 
as it finally will to the impenitent who 
have rejected. or disregarded the media- 
torial interposition of the Son of God—the 
seal of unalterable misery, a seal never to 
12 
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be cancelled, a misery never to be miti- 
vated !—How many are satisfied, and are 
at ease, if they can succeed in hiding from 
the cognizance of their fellow-mortals the 
criminal deeds of their hands, or the im- 
pure thoughts of their depraved hearts ; 
not considering that the day is coming 
when the Son of man will be as the ‘¢ re- 
finer’s fire” (Matt. m. 2); when “ the 
secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed,” and 
the actions of all mankind laid open in the 
face of an assembled world,—when all eva- 
sions and subterfuges will be no longer 
practicable,—when deceit will be exposed, 
and hypocrisy unmasked,—when the sem- 
blance of goodness will be stripped off 
from the mere professor of godliness, and 
every one will appear in his true and un- 
disguised character—Then the sentence 
of the Judge will be anticipated by the 
conscious bosom of the sinner, and his 
own mind will add the concurrenee of the 
fullest and clearest conviction, to the de- 
cisions of infinite wisdom and justice. 
There will be no appeal against the sen- 
tence; its full foree will fall on the guilty 
head of the condemned sinner, and its 
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weight will press upon him throughout 
eternal ages |— 


Then also “ the redeemed of the Lord 
shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away.” (Isaiah li. 11). Every unmerited 
reproach shall be effaced from their cha- 
racter; they shall rise superior to the 
tongue of calumny, and all their enemies 
shall be put to silence for ever. God shall 
bring forth their righteousness as the light, 
and their judgment as the noon day. (Ps. 
xxxvil. 6).. They fled to Christ as the 
Saviour of sinners, while the day of grace 
remained--while they were invited to ex- 
ercise faith in his mediation, and now he 
acknowledges them as his faithful servants 
before men and Angels.—They trusted in 
his perfect salvation as all their hope, and 
embraced him in all his characters and 
offices as Prophet, Priest, and King; and 
now they find, that he is able to fulfil all 
their expectations, yea, they receive from 
his hands, as ‘‘ God over all,” a far more 
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exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 


(II. Cor. iv. 17). 


Let us then, my beloved, ‘ knowing the 
terror of the Lord” (IL. Cor. v. 11), watch 
and pray, lest that day should overtake us 
as a thief in the night (I. Thes. v. 2); “in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 
Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
we to be in all holy conversation and god- 
liness. Looking for and hasting unto the 
coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.— 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent, that ye may 
be found of him in peace, without spot, 
and blameless.” ({f. Pet. 11. 10—14). 
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LECTURE VI. 


PRACTICAL USES OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE DIVINITY 
OF CHRIST. 


St. Joun, Chap. xiv. Verse 1. 
| Ye believe in God, believe also in me. 


HAVING in the preceding Lectures en- 
deavoured to establish the Scriptural doc- 
trine of the Divine Nature of Jesus Christ, 
it must be the main design of the present 
discourse, which terminates the series, to - 
show the practical tendency of this doctrine, 
and to enforce its operative influence on 
the heart and conduct. 


“All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
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good works.” (II. Tam. iii. 16, 17). The 
very design of Revelation, is to instruct 
man in those things whereby the lost 
image of the Divine righteousness and 
holiness may be restored in us. There is 
nothing communicated in the Word of 
God that is merely speculative and unin- 
fluential; nothing is imparted to satisfy 
useless curiosity, and to instruct men in 
subjects irrelevant to their present condi- 
tion, or their future destinies. There is 
no encouragement given in Scripture to 
barren and unprofitable conjecture; there 
is nothing to gratify the mere pride of 
knowledge; but the whole of Revelation 
has a bearing upon the state of our hearts, 
the tendency of our affections, the regu- 
lation of our will, and the direction of 
our conduct. Doctrines and precepts are 
in harmony with each other; one is corro- 
borated and explained by the other. The 
doctrines imply the precepts; the precepts 
establish the doctrines. Faith is stated to 
be dead without works (James 11. 26) ; and 
we are assured that by the deeds of the 
law no flesh shall be justified (Rom. 111.20); 
thus there is an equal guard against pre- 
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sumption and self-righteousness. Our faith 
must have a holy influence on our practice; 
our practice must justify our faith, and 
prove it to be genuine. No man can be 
saved by, or on account of good works; 
but no one without good works. can be 
in astate of salvation. | | 


The doctrine of the Divinity of Christ 
has a powerful tendency to induce a holy 
practice, from the consideration of the evil 
of sin, the price paid for our redemption, 
and the nature and duration of the medi- 

atorial kingdom. | 


A principle of self-love, and a depre- 
ciated estimation of the Divine character, 
lead men to form light notions of sin. An 
offence against human laws stamps a man 
with more infamy than the most open and 
eross violation of the laws of God.—We 
are sufficiently jealous of our own autho- 
rity, and careful of our rights and pro- 
perty, and do not tamely suffer the one to 
be invaded, nor the other to be contemned; 
but sin against our Maker is a matter of 
small moment with many, it excites but 
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little fear or remorse; and when charged 
on the conscience by reflection, or the ex- 
hortations of others, they take refuge in 
what they call the mercy of God. They 
have some vague conceptions of a God, 
who is disposed to overlook all transgres- 
sions, and to merge every other perfection 
in the single attribute of mercy.—Right 
notions with respect to sin are essentially 
necessary to the Christian character. Upon 
our knowledge in this matter depend our 
repentance and our faith; for if we regard 
sin as of inferior consequence, we shall 
neither exercise godly sorrow for our trans- 
eressions towards God, nor faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ as the great atonement 
for sin. It was a knowledge of the danger 
which threatened them, that persuaded 
Noah and his family to enter the ark, 
whereby they were preserved alive, while 
the rest of mankind perished. The same 
principle hastened Lot’s departure from 
Sodom, and induced the faithful Israelites 
to remove from the vicinity of the tents 
and possessions of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram—those wicked men who sought to 
usurp the office of the priesthood ; and 
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unless we know in some measure the evil 
of sin, and the danger to which it exposes 
us, we shall not be careful to avail our- 
selves of the means of pardon. 


The evil of sin is placed in the strongest 
light, when we contemplate the incarnation 
and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
necessary to procure the pardon of it. The 
hemous nature of transgression against 
God, is seen in some measure in the con- 
sequences which it has brought on man 
and on the world. Our original condition 
was exempt from all suffering; misery of 
every kind and in every degree has been 
superinduced by a criminal departure from 
the laws of our first state; this departure 
involved the loss of our happiness, as well 
as of our innocence—the exposure to suffer- 
ing, as well as the contraction of guilt. 
The anger of God against sin is visible in 
every part of the earth; it is felt i every 
bosom. Mental distress and corporeal an- 
guish are the bitter fruits of transgression, 
and at last the destruction of the body. 
«The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. xi. 23). 
The inferior orders of the creation fall 
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under the curse denounced against the sin 
of man, and the thorns and thistles which 
cover the earth, proceed from the same 
deplorable source. The terrors of a day 
of judgment, which fill the mind of the 
dying sinner with despairing horror, con- 
firm the threatenings of endless sorrow 
denounced in the Word of God against 
the impenitent soul. Into what corner of 
the earth can we go, and not perceive the 
fruits of sin? They are produced in every 
clime, and on every soil. Wherever human 
footsteps may be traced, the marks of guilt 
and of sorrow are also to be found. Wher- 
ever life is met with in any of its various 
modifications, there also death sways his 
iron sceptre. Wherever enjoyment of ex- 
istence is beheld, there also the tenure of 
this enjoyment is suspended on an irre- 
versible sentence of extinction, uncertain 
as to the period of its execution, but fixed 
and remorseless in its nature and opera- 
tion.— All these things prove the guilt of 
man’s disobedience; they are the conse- 
quences of that guilt, but they cannot 
remove or lesson it; they proceed from 
the just sentence of God, but they cannot 
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rescind that sentence, or abate its force; 
they are the fruits of sin, but they cannot 
atone for sin, or in any manner appease 
the anger of heaven. 

The price paid for the ransom of man- 
kind, shows as well the love of him that 
supplied the vast amount, as the enormity 
of the transgressor’s guilt; nothing dis- 
covers so fully to us ‘‘the height, and 
length, and breadth of the love of God’ 
(Eph. iti. 18, 19), as the gift of his Son for 
our redemption; and nothing declares to 
us so strongly the aggravated nature of sin, 
as the death of Christ, when viewed in 
connection with the dignity of his nature 
as combining Deity and humanity in one — 
person.—-The consequences of sin attest 
its guilt, but the means by which its par- 
don is obtained, attest the magnitude of 
its guilt. That evil must be infinite, which 
only an omnipotent arm can avert; that 
ruin must be extreme, which only the in- 
terference of Deity can restore. Such was 
the evil of sin, and such was the lost state 
of man. If the blood of the Son of God 


alone could atone for transgression, how 
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enormous must our guilt have been, and 
how tremendous must the punishment be 
which impended over a guilty world! The 
degradation of our nature is seen in the 
infirmities and miseries to which our bo- 
dies are liable, and in the depravation of 
our mind; for all the faculties of the soul 
are impaired as well as perverted; our 
understanding is contracted in its capacity, 
our judgment is defective, as well as too 
often warped and biassed by wrong and 
false considerations,—our will is perverse, 
and acts oftentimes from unworthy mo- 
tives,—our affections are corrupt and de- 
based, and frequently placed on improper 
objects. View not this as an ideal picture 
of the consequences of the fall of man, 
since the daily experience of our lives 
must bear witness to its truth. .But the 
extent of our degradation is discovered 
only in the means which have been used 
to effect our deliverance. God himself 
has descended from the height of his glory, 
and has become our Deliverer. He alone 
could satisfy the demands of his own holy 
law,—he alone could vindicate his justice, 
holiness, and truth, and at the same time 
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spare offending man, and become the just 
God; and: the justifier of the ungodly. 
(Rom. iii. 26). Heaven and earth adore 
the wisdom and love which planned and 
executed the aes work of enim 
a : ct 


Sin dhonite appear as hateful to us as 
the mercy of God appears transcendent. 
We should be as desirous of being de- 
livered from its power and dominion in 
our hearts and lives, as we are anxious to 
be saved from the awful punishment re- 
served: for those who die in their sins. 
Hatred of all sin is one good evidence of 
our pardon,—for whom God pardons, them 
he also sanctifies; he not only engages to 
take away the heart. of stone, but to give 
a heart of flesh. (Ezek. xi. 19). This is 
worthy of our most serious regard, lest 
we deceive ourselves with a false reliance 
on the general mercy of God in redemp- 
tion. - Christ is said to have died for the 
sins of the whole world (I. John 11. 2); yet 
those only will be truly benefited by his 
death, who receive the salvation of which 
he is the Author and Finisher, in all the 
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blessings, it confers, and according to the 
terms in which it is offered. There was a 
general deliverance of the Israelites out. of 
Egypt, but all did not enter the promised 
land ;, disobedience and unbelief shut. out 
many from the promised rest. (Jude v. 5). 
So it is with respect to salvation by Christ ; 
he is the ‘‘ Author of eternal salvation,” 
but only to those that obey him (Heb. v.9) ; 
‘‘ his blood cleanseth from all sin”. (I. John 
1.7), ‘but. it is applied only to those who 
exercise saving faith. in his: mediation, 
Repentance and faith, obedience and love, 
are inseparably connected, as’ fruits of the 
same Divine Spirit. He who purchased 
the forgiveness of sins by his own blood, 
also. enables believers) by the grace of his 
Spirit, to obtain a victory over sin in this 
life; and in the world to come they will 
reap the fruits of the victory which Christ 
achieved on their behalf over the powers 
of darkness ; and thus’ they will share the 
benefits of a double victory, being made 
«more than conquerors through him that 
loved them.” (Rom. viii. 37). It is this 
hatred of sin, and this victory over it, and 
the holy fruits that accompany “ the faith 
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of the operation of God” (Codoss. 11. 12), 
which distinguish “ pure religion” from 
the religion of the hypocrite.—True re- 
ligion does not consist, as too many persons 
unhappily suppose, in the mere observance 
of outward forms; for if we consider the 
conduct of a man under the influence of 
genuine religion, and that of another, who 
is a mere formalist—one who “ has a form 
of godliness,” but is destitute of the power 
(IL. Tim. iii. 5), we shall perceive a striking 
difference. |The latter shows himself to be 
regulated; as far as his outward deportment 
is correct, by the’ trammels: of formality ; 
he has all the outworks, if: I may so speak, 
of the Christian, but “ the strong man 
armed,” who keeps his heart, is “an un- 
clean spirit,” and not the “Spirit of Christ.” 
(Luke xi. 21): On the other hand, the true 
Christian shows that his conduct proceeds 
froma renewed, internal principle. He 
does the same actions, and observes the 
same forms, as the mere pretender to god- 
liness, but then his motives are more pure, 
his aim is higher. He lives in the world 
as one who is redeemed “ from this present 
evil world” (Gal. i. 4); he is “ diligent in 

K 2 
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business,” but he is also “ fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord.” (Rom. xii. 2). He dis-. 
charges with fidelity and care every per-. 
sonal and relative duty, but he reserves his: 
heart for God; his “ affections are set on. 
things above, not on things on the earth.” 
(Coloss. iii. 2). He has considered the bit-, 
ter fruits of sin in the:present state of the. 
world and of man, and has learnt to fear’ 
it; he has observed the heinousness, the, 
malignity, the magnitude of its guilt, m 
the cross of Christ—in the death of Jesus, 
for its atonement, and’ has been thereby. 
led to hate it, as that accursed thing which 
the soul of God abhors, and as that « evil. 
thing and bitter” (Jeremiah 11. 19), which 
would “ destroy both body and soul in 

hell, (Matt. x. 28). Thus the sacrifice and. 
death of Christ subserve their true end in 
him; they are not only an atonement for 
sin on his behalf, and’ so the ground of his - 
hope of. salvation, but also the effective 
cause of the sanctification of his heart and 
life, and so the means of his mM 
for heaven. asi sad | perianal 


1 ~The Divinity of Christ establishes also 
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the scriptural doctrine of the limited dura- 
tion of the mediatorial kingdom of grace. 
‘The end of Christ’s mediation was, that 
mercy might be offered to sinful men, 
consistent with the claims of Divine jus- 
tice and truth. And as the visible system 
of the universe is appointed to be only of 
temporary duration, and as the plan of 
human redemption was devised to meet 
the exigencies of the race of man, who had 
incurred the Divine displeasure, it follows 
that the operations of this plan of mercy 
must be limited to the duration of the 
‘world. So long as men live on the earth, 
mercy is offered to them; but when they _ 
die, they are for ever cut off from the 
‘benefits of this grace, if they leave the world 
in impenitence and unbelief, Consequent- 
dy the offer of Divine mercy must end 
with the termination of the present order 
of things.—The terms.on which this mercy 
is propounded to us, the manner in which 
it is urged on our acceptance, as well as 
the nature of the mediatorial kingdom, 
show that the present life is the only 
period in which men can avail themselves 
of the proffered blessing. Christ assumed 
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our nature that the grace of God might 
be extended to man; and so long as he 
continues to intercede for sinners, as the 
Mediator, they may embrace the offers of 
the Gospel, enter the houshold of faith, 
and become the children of God. While 
life continues, sin may be repented of; 
and pardon is promised to all who re- 
pent, without confining the operation of 
the promise to any particular period ina 
man’s life. All the blessings of the Gospel — 
are within the reach of every descendant 

of Adam to whom they are promulged, 
‘but the acceptance of them is necessarily 
limited to the life of man. 

| The nature of itis core that is by 
Christ, and the manner in which it ope- 
rates on the heart of man, prove that the 
acceptance of its benefits must be limited 
to the period of man’s continuance on 
earth. Redemption includes the renova- 
tion of the heart as well as the pardon of 
sin. We are assured by the Divine wis- 
dom, that, « Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 
ii. 3); and St. Paul declares, that “ if any 
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man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” 
(I, Cor. v.17). This new birth, this re- 
novation, can take place in a man only 
during the term of his life; it actually 
precedes his acceptance of the Gospel, as 
it regards’ the commencement of its ex- 
istence, although in its operations on the 
heart and conduct it is progressive, and: 
never ceases its influence till the recipient 
of it has arrived at that heavenly glory, for 
which it was preparing him. As the poste- 
rity of a fallen parent, we inherit in mind 
and body all the deplorable consequences 
of sin; and unless we are renewed in the 
spirit of our minds by Divine influence, 
we. are not made. partakers of the first- 
fruits of redemption, The happiness and 
glory of heaven, are the consummation of 
grace to be enjoyed hereafter. The first: 
fruits of grace consist in .the bestowment 
of a new heart, and the formation of a 
right spirit, with all the effects on the 
conduct produced by that renovation ; and 
these must take place during the present 
life, because such is their original inten- 
tion, and because from their very nature 
they are adapted only to the present state. 
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Although I have mentioned that pardon 
is offered to all who repent, and. that) the 
period for repentance, so as to come within 
the reach of promised pardon, is extended 
to a man’s whole life, it is not with a 
design of giving encouragement to men 
to continue in sin because grace thus 
abounds. This would be a despising of 
the grace of God, and an attempt. to 
thwart its very designs; for pardon. is 
procured by Christ, not that men might 
indulge with impunity in their trans- 
gressions, but that they might be delivered 
from the unhallowed influence of the sinful 
principle—so contrary to their original 
nature, and so hateful to God, While 
men continue in sin, the barrier which 
separates between them and. their Maker 
remains unremoved. There is no access 
for them to God, except, as rebels, to meet 
his just anger; they are under the con- 
demnation of a sentence which may be 
inflicted on them at any time, and from 
the effect of which, when enforced, there 
will he no possibility of any future deliver- 
ance. Besides, although sincere repent- 
ance Is available at any period of a man's 
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life, yet it must be the height of presump- 
tuous folly, to defer on that. account the 
exercise of repentance; for what man can 
ensure the continuance of his life one day, 
one hour, or eyen one moment! Is not 
our breath in our nostrils, and may not 
the Angel of death at any moment execute 
his commission, and number us among 
the dead? And is not the present life, 
uncertain as it confessedly is, the single 
opportunity that will ever be afforded us, 
to secure the final and everlasting peace 
of our souls?) What then, my brethren, 
can be more unreasonable, as well as more 
dangerous, than to risk our eternal welfare 
on to-morrow, or even on the next hour,— 
to stake heaven and hell on the brittle 
- thread of life,—to leave undone for a 
moment, that which involves our un- 
changeable destiny in another world, and 
which can be attended to only during the 
continuance of life, and the possession of 
our mental faculties ! ; 


And this leads me to urge another con- 
sideration for the immediate reception of 
the Gospel; we are ‘so fearfully and won- 
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derfully made” (Psaim cxxxix. 14), that a 
slight disarrangement of the organization 
of our bodies, has often a fatal effect on the 
powers of the mind. Reason sits on her 
throne and sways her sceptre, only while 
the corporeal frame remains free from 
certain injuries. An unexpected disease, 
an unforeseen accident, if they do not 
terminate our lives, may render us in- 
capable of performing any act of a rea- 
sonable creature, by impairing the facul- 
ties of the mind. All these considerations 
unite in enforcing an immediate attention 
to the invitations of the Gospel. The 
nature of the Gospel dispensation, the 
uncertainty of our lives, and the insecure 
tenure by which we retain the powers 
of the mind, allow of no delay in obeying © 
the voice of mercy. ‘ To-day if ye will hear 
his voice,” hearken and live; to-morrow 
your eternal destiny may be fixed :—to- 
day Christ speaks to you in accents of love 
and compassion, ‘‘ Come unto me;” to-. 
morrow your ears may be closed in death! 
To-day you are invited to return to God, 
to believe, to repent, and live; to-morrow 
eternity may present to you, your un- 
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changeable and’ everlasting condition :— 
to-day pardon is offered; to-morrow pu- 
nishment may be inflicted:—to-day the 
«peace of God” is offered to your hearts 
and minds; to-morrow the goadings of a 
guilty conscience may commence the reign | 
of endless despair in your souls ;—to-day 
Christ is a merciful and compassionate 
Saviour; to-morrow he may be an inex- 
orable Judge:—-to-day you are in the | 
land of hope, within the terms of mercy 
and of pardon; to-morrow ‘you may be 
at the tribunal of God. ) 


Christ is a “just God, and a Saviour” 
(Isacah xlv. 21); in the latter character he — 
now offers himself to men, but he will 
appear in the former character in that day 
when time shall be no more. Now he 
offers himself to us in the office of Medi- 
ator, as a partaker of our nature; but 
when this office shall have expired, he will 
array himself in all the fearful majesty 
of the Godhead, and will become the 
avenging Judge. The same voice that 
now says, “Incline your ear, and come 
unto me; hear, and your soul shall live” 


140 PRACTICAL USES» 


(Isaiah lv. 3), «* Look unto me, and be ye 
saved all the ends of the earth, for I am 
God, and there is none else” ([satah xlv. 
22), will one day pronounce the awful 
words, “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared) for the Devil 
and his angels.” (Matt. xxv. 41). He that 
came down from heaven on the kindest 
errand of mercy, will also come in the 
‘‘clouds of heaven, with ten thousand of 
his saints to execute judgment upon all.” 
(Jude v. 14, 15). Sinners who now mock 
at his power, will then tremble before him ; 
those that now neglect his grace, will then 
supplicate his compassion in vain; those who 
now turn aside from the Friend of sinners, 
will then find him the unappeasable enemy 
of the impenitent. The Mediatorial king- 
dom will continue till every believer in the 
Son of God, is made a partaker of the be- 
nefits of our holy redemption; and it will 
continue also till Christ ‘‘ hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet.” (I. Cor, xv. 25). To 
be numbered therefore among the enemies 
of Christ, is to be exposed to the terrors 
of his almighty and avenging arm. Our 
guilt will be aggravated by the considera- 
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tion that we once had pardon offered to us, 
and refused it,—once were within the 
terms of grace, and despised them. Justice 
will call for condemnation on: those who 
rejected the invitations of mercy. Mercy: 
itself will forsake those who have exhausted: 
the forbearance of God. Mercy itself will’ 
concur in the sentence which justice in- 
flicts on those; who ‘ hardened their hearts: 
and . despised: the riches of the goodness, 
and forbearance, and long-suffering of God, 
not knowing that the goodness of God led 
them to repentance, but after their hard-: 
ness and impenitent heart, treasured up 
unto themselves wrath against the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the manne 
— of. God. a aor rrepy vege) ee 


ieee is siekladod to us in Sa siettndian not 
prey as our Saviour, who came “to give 
his hfe a ransom for many” (Mat¢. xxv. 28), 
but. also as our pattern, “leaving us an’ - 
example that we should follow his steps.” 
(I. Peter 11. 21). The Apostle Paul urges — 
the practice of many Christian graces, and — 
humility as«the foundation of them all, 
from the consideration of the infinite con- 
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descension of our Lord, who, ‘‘ though he 
was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God,” yet 
‘made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was 
inade in the. likeness of men.” ( Phetipl ii. 
6, 7). His atonement was designed 
deem us from. the awful vecasibbqancenelian of 
our guilt, and his example 1 1s intended to 
be our guide in all circumstances and con- 
ditions. of life. — By the state of “poverty in 
which he appeared, he gave testimony 
against an undue pursuit of the riches of 
this world; his self-denial and mortifica- 
tion were a protest against ‘too great an 
attachment to mere: sensual gratifications; 
the lowly condition which he assumed, was 
a rebuke to the pride of birth, or eleva- 
tion of rank and station ; his universal love 
taught us to regard all men as: brethren, 
and to make a participation of our common 
nature a sufficient inducement to us to re- 
heve the necessitous, and to succour the 
miserable and the destitute. The whole 
tenour of his life and ministry tended to 
give us right notions of present. things. 
and to lead us to form a just estimate of 
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the present scene, so that we might not be 
contented to take our portion in this lie, 
and forfeit.our eternal inheritance... 
In proportion as the Gospel of Christ is 
received, and understood, and obeyed, men 
are restored to the image of God. If men 
walked in the steps of Christ, the miseries 
of humanity would be materially lessened ; 
for although many and severe sorrows are 
incident to all, as the inevitable conse- 
quence of original sin, yet not a few of 
our troubles are occasioned only by our 
own evil passions. Pride inflicts its own 
torments on him who fosters that. vice in 
his breast ; injustice oppresses. the de- 
fenceless;, rapacity .plunders the weak ; 
anger lifts the arm of man against his 
brother; malice despoils the possessions, 
and slander wounds the reputation of 
others; envy rankles in the heart of many, 
and prevents the enjoyment of their own 
advantages; because another partakes of a 
fuller cup of prosperity; selfishness arms 
one man against all. the privileges and 
rights of humanity in another, and induces 
him to make every thing subservient to ' 
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his own gratification, how much soever 
such conduct may interfere with the hap- 
piness of others, or be productive of actual 
misery and suffering to many. 


When the same mind, which was in 
Christ, shall be more universally diffused 
among men, not only will great and lasting 
advantages accrue to’ society at large, but 
families: will share in’ the benefit. The 
general good will in fact proceed from in- 
dividual improvement, and as men become 
more prudent fathers, better husbands, and 
attend more carefully to the duties of the 
private walks of life, so they will be made 
better citizens, and will both in’ public 
and private discharge with more fidelity 
all relative and personal obligations. But 
chiefly will the prosperity and peace of 
the Church of Christ be largely promoted: 
Bickering, and strife, and schism, and 
the animosity of party-spirit, will subside 
among Christians; and instead of identi- 
fying the advancement of any particular 
sect, with the coming of the kingdom of 
God, they will manifest by their temper 
and conduct that this kingdom embraces 
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them in its.dominion, by abounding in 
righteousness, and holiness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. (Rom. xiv. 17). 
Men will then take the Scripture for their 
guide, instead of setting up their own 
fanciful notions: and | visionary specula- 
tions, as the articles of orthodox belief. 
Instead of multiplying teachers to them- 
selves, who, shall confirm them in their 
peculiar sentiments and opinions, they will 
thankfully receive the means of religious 
instruction, which Providence has con- 
ferred upon them, and be more anxious 
to improve by those means, than super- 
ciliously to mark out a sectarian path 
for themselves. They will remember that 
peace is an eminent blessing in the Church 
of Christ,—and as true members of that 
Church, they will endeavour to promote 
its peace and welfare. Superstition will 
be succeeded by an adherence to no other 
than scriptural authority, and an. obser- 
vance of no other rites than are com- 
manded or sanctioned by the Word of 
God; fanaticism will yield to the dictates 
of sober reason, and will learn to expect 
noother results than we are warranted to 
L 
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look for by the express promises of Reve- 
lation; and bigotry. and intolerance will 
be superseded by. the love and — of 
the a hal of Christ. | | 


The doctrine of the “Divinity of Christ; 
affords the strongest support to the hope 
of the Christian. He feels the magnitude 
of sin in general, and the number and 
ageravation of his own sins in particular, 
to be too great to be atoned tor by any 
other sacrifice than one of infinite value ; 
aud this sacrifice he finds in the death of 
Christ. He is persuaded that the anger 
of God denounced against sin, and the 
offence which is given by sin to the justice 
and truth of ‘God, are of such a nature as 
to be removed or appeased only by an 
Almighty Deliverer,—and this Deliverer 
he finds in Christ. When he reflects on 
the misery into which sin has plunged the 
world, and contemplates the glory of the 
heavenly state, he can find no sure founda- 
tion on which to build his hope of redemp- 
tiou, but on Christ—the Rock of Ages— 
Christ the Almighty Saviour. He finds 


in this doctrine the most powerful motive 
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to the hatred of sin, and to the practice of 
holiness ; and he desires to have the design 
of the salvation that is in Christ fulfilled 
in himself, both with respect to present 
sanctification and future glory. 


Wherefore, my beloved, suffer me to 
urge upon your minds the importance of 
this doctrine, and the holy fruit of good 
living which must proceed from the right 
reception of it. “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature ; old things are passed 
away, behold all things are become new. 
And all things are of God, who hath re- 
conciled us unto himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of re- 
conciliation. To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them, 
and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. Now then we are ambassa- 
‘dors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, 
‘be ye reconciled to God. For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; 
that we might be made the righteousness 
of Godin him. We then as workers to- 

ie 
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gether with him, beseech you also that ye 
receive not the grace of God in vain... For 
he saith, I have heard thee in a time ac- 
cepted, and in the day:of salvation have I 
succoured thee: behold, now is the accept- 
ed time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” = Cor. v. ~ to the end, “we: 1)2): 


Now unto ‘Wi, itu Ise‘ dle same yes- 
terday, and to-day, and for ever” (Hebd. 
xi. 8), who is “ highly exalted,” and to 
whom ‘“ is given'a Name that is above 
every name” (Phil. 1. 9),—‘“ Unto Ham 
that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood” (Rev. 1. 5); who 
was ‘‘ despised and rejected of men, a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;” 
who was “ wounded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities” (Zsaiah li. 
2, 5); whose Name is WONDERFUL, CouN- 
SELLOR, the Micury Gop, the EvEer.ast- 
ING FATHER, the PRINCE of PEACE, ‘* who 
is the First and the Last,” « The image of 
the invisible God” (Coloss. i. 1, 15), ‘ the 
TRUE Gop, and Eternal Life” (I. John v. 
20); to whom is given all power in earth 
(Matt. xxvii. 18); “ who is one with the 
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Father” (John xi. 30); ‘ unto Him that 
is able to keep us from falling, and to 
present us faultless before the throne of 
his glory with exceeding joy; to the 
only WIsE GoD ouR Saviour, be glory, 
and majesty, and dominion, and power, 
both now and ever. Amen.” 
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“ 0 son 1 of man, I have set ite a watchman unto the at of fed: 
therefore thon shalt hear the word at my mouth, ‘and warn theni | Rok 
me, When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely 
die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity ;) but! his blood wiJl I require at 
thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way, to turn 
from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his i rated 3 but 
thou hast delivered thy soul? soy 5 


THE innumerable evils: which have. re~ 
sulted fromthe fall of Adam, affecting the 
temporal and eternal welfare of mankind, 
have been met. by the providence and 
grace of God. All the exigencies of the 
case are provided for by his boundless love 
and mercy. In the state of innocence, 
the various operations of Divine power, 
which are now manifested in averting the 
thousand evils, which wmpend over the 
heads. of mortal men, and in counteracting 
the baneful effects of conflicting elenients, 
were uncalled for and unknown. No pes- 
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tilence then tainted the air of heaven, no 
angry lightnings flashed, no, threatening 
thunders were heard; the sun smote not 
by day, nor the moon by night; the wil- 
derness and the forest echoed not with 
the cries of ferocious beasts, thirsting for 
blood, nor did the thicket conceal the 
deadly fang of the insidious serpent. Man 
had no enemy in the creation of God; he 
had no enemy in his own species. 


In that state of purity and happiness, 
the riches of Divine grace, which the 
Gospel unfolds to our view, were also un- 
known, because unrequired. God had not 
yet proclaimed his name as the “ Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, and 
abundant in goodness and truth; keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin” (Exod. xxxiv.6; 7), 
because sin was yet unknown inthe earth ; 
the heart of man was guiltless and pure ; 
his tongue had not reproached his Maker ; 
his spirit had not risen in rebellion against 
the Majesty of heaven and earth; his 
hand was not yet stretched forth to deeds 
of violence and blood; the image of God 
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still remained stamped on his soul, and 
not one of its ony lineaments 1 was el 
tarated or ndefaedd.} I Le, 

ee now wich the spoiler is come: up 
into the works of God,—now_ thot: sin bison 
entered, and has | . 


: és Brought Death into the ay hha all our r woe,” a 


we stcindii in anced of mercy sti of nabethes 
and the various blessings comprehended 
under the term redemption. Our moral 
condition being the reverse of that in 
which our first father stood at his creation, 
requires another dispensation, and_ this 
dispensation is afforded us in the Gospel. 
And for the more complete security and 
establishment of all the conditions of this 
new dispensation or covenant, called the 
Covenant of Grace, every law by which 
its continuance is enforced, and its appli- 
cation regulated, is of Divine anal 
ment. 


The origin of redemption must be traced 
to the ‘* eternal purpose” of God’s coun- 
sel (Ephes. 11. 11); and the accomplish- 
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ment. of redemption was effected by his 
own arm. ‘The effects of sin were such 
as to destroy all moral ability’ in’ man to 
recover the favour and image of God, and 
therefore it was necessary that this should 
be accomplished by a Divine energy, 
This is called by St. Paul ‘the great 
‘* mystery of godliness.” ‘‘ God was mani- 
fested in the flesh” (Tam. 11. 16), that 
sinful man might be restored to the Divine 
acceptance. God descended to earth, 
that ‘man might be raised to heaven !— 
When the ruin of man was complete, and 
he had: sunk into the awful depth of de- 
gradation, consequent to a-state of depar- 
ture from God ; when he was destitute of 
power, and without any desire to return 
to his Maker, then did the mercy of ‘the 
Most High manifest itself;—then ‘did’ he 
provide a satisfaction for his own ‘injured 
justice, and an atonement for the’ sins‘ of 
mankind. | ** For when we weré yet with- 
out strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.” (Rom. v. 6). He purchased 
a church for himself ** with bis own blood.” 
(Acts xx. 28). And»having thus provided 
a way by which man might return to God, 


VISITATION SERMON. 157 


he did not leave him to: devise his own 
method of making application for the be- 
nefits of this redemption, but appointed 
also the means by which the -blessings of 
salvation were to be applied to the soul. | 
This remark leads. me at once to the 
aim and design of the present Discourse, 
namely, to attempt to establish the Divine 
appointment of the Christian minstry, and to 
point out. the “~— w soins ge ats Mim 
nisters.: 19) cio) : 


Let. us first notice the Divine appoint- 
ment of the Christian ministry: ‘‘O son 
of man, J have set thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt 
hear the word. at My MouTH, and warn 
them FROM ME.” 


The Prophet here receives a confirma- 
tion of the charge in which he was called 
to officiate; his commission he had re- 
ceived about the time of his remarkable 
vision, which was revealed unto him, when 
God said, ‘‘ Son of:man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel,” &c. (Ezek. 11. 3 e¢ seq.) 
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- The doctrine of a Mediator between 
God and man, is as antient as the fall of 
man. Before the Almighty pronounced 
the threatened sentence on the trans- 
gressors, he promised deliverance by a 
Mediator; the seed of the woman it was 
declared, should bruise the serpent’s head. 
As soon as sin entered, all zmmediate com- 
munication with heaven ceased. God. is 
of ‘* purer eyes than to behold evil” (Had. 
1. 13); and therefore guilty man could not 
approach him without a Mediator. 


This great doctrine is clearly: pointed 
out to us in the establishment of the 
religious services under the Mosaic dis-+ 
pensation. The priests were constituted 
Mediators between God and the people. 
They were to offer the sacrifices brought 
by the people, and to intercede for their 
transgressions (see Num. 11. & viit. 5—22). 
All which was intended to show the ne- 
cessity of a “‘ daysman” (Jod 1x. 33.) being 
appointed between God and man, and to 
typtify the mediation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was to be made flesh in the 
fulness of time. | 
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Let it not be objected that we are driven 
to the Old Testament—to the time of the 
Jewish law, in order to establish the ap- 
pointment of the ministry; the New 
Testament bears ample testimony to the 
fact. The priesthood under the law doubt- 
less ceased at the coming of Christ, that 
is, so much of their office ceased as related 
to sacrificial offerings, and other rites pe- 
culiar to that economy: but the office 
itself—the ministration in holy services, 
was not abolished, but continued under a 
different form, and in different services. 


The ministry still remained as a Divine 
appointment, and the authority to exercise 
it was always understood to be delegated 
from heaven. When St. Paul was at Mi- 
letus (see Acts xx.), he sent for the elders 
or ministers of the Church at Ephesus, 
and exhorted them to be faithful to the 
charge they had received from God, saying, 
‘** Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, 
and to the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you Overseers.” And again, 
when writing to the same Church, he enu- 
merates, amongst the gifts of Christ, the 
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different orders in the Church... ‘* And he 
gave some’ Apostles, and some’ Prophets, 
and some Evangelists, and some Pastors 
and. ‘Teachers; for the perfecting of :the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the eNearin of the. te of bier eten (Eph. 
lv. pied wr 1. dae 
babh? BOE PAROLE tof 
tid Sc actlonatoln promulged the means 
of pardon, and then lett the revelation to 
make its own way amongst men, it would 
soon have been lost on account of their 
sinful neglect, or have been so blended 
with the foolish, idolatrous rites of many 
nations, or have been grossly corrupted 
by the traditions and inventions of men, 
that its genuine import would have been 
unknown. We see that these dreadful 
consequences have in fact happened, in 
the different regions of the earth. The 
Gospel was preached in the days of the 
Apostles in all the then known world, 
and yet many of the countries which 
heard, and in some degree received its 
glad tidings, relapsed into the darkness of 
paganism, or sunk under the tyranny and 
delusion of Islamism, or fell into the 
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errors: Panis Pr of the er of 
Rome. NedhaO bes odds Sel | 

Sui CYode HOH 

‘The Christian ministry was not a tem- 
poral ‘institution, ‘intended to continue 
only during the infancy of Christianity ; 
for he who gave’ a commission to the 
Apostles to go forth and preach the Gospel 
to every nation, said also, “ I am with you 
alway, even unto sl end of the world.” 
sesiien XXVIIL. sire 


‘Under the law, there was a peculiar 
order of men set apart for the priesthood. 
The Divine commission was received ori- 
ginally by Moses, and he was directed to 
** consecrate and sanctify,” or set apart 
Aaron and his sons, that they might mi- 
nister *‘ in the priest’s office.” (Exod. xviit. 
41). So also under the Gospel, there has 
been an order of persons separated for the 
exercise of the Christian ministry: not 
indeed, as under the law, men of a par- 
ticular family and ancestry ,—for the Gos- 
pel knows not the respect of persons ; but 
an order of men devoted to the exercise 
of the ministerial duties. The Apostles 

M 
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received their commission immediately 
from Christ, the head of the Church, and 
they ordained elders or ministers in every 
church, and the validity of the appoint- 
ment was not ‘established till this ordina- 
tion, bad, taken place ;, for: we find that 
when Barnabas and Saul were separated 
by the immediate command of God, for 
the work, ofthe ministry, (see Acts xiii. 
2, 3), they were not sent forth on, this 
mission till they were regularly ordained to 
that peculiar ministration by the laying on 
of hands. The continuance of the office 
of the Christian ministry was thus secured, 
because those who. had. received | their 
ordination from the Apostles, were em- 
powered to ordain others, so that the 
Christian Church might never be destitute 
Shopashona t th dee: 2 hay ted 
Hs hala tesuabay bland 
A sisal scdieladlciea to the ministerial 
office must precede the legitimate exercise 
of that office. This was the universal 
order in the primitive Church.* . After 


* See Lord King’s Inquiry into the Constitution, &e. of 
the Primitive Church, 
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candidates for the; ministry had, been pre- 
viously, examined, as to their age, con- 
dition, conduct, and abilities, they were 
ordained in the particular church to which 
they belonged, but: not to) the service of 
that. particular. church. only, but ‘of the 
universal Church; so that» they might 
exercise their ministration in any church 
to which i they hada legal call. R' Thus 
Origen, };was, a presbyter of Alexandria, 
though ‘he was ordained -in Palestine by 
the Bishop of Caesarea and Jerusalem. 
Again, Numidicus was a presbyter of the 
church of Carthage, though he received 
his: orders,elsewhere. ‘The imposition of 
hands was always observed in the form 
of ordination, agreeably to the custom in 
the Apostles’ days (Acts xiii. 3.—I. Tim. 
iv. 14.—II: Tim.i. 6:); and no one who 
had passed through the examination just 
alluded to, was considered to have power 
and authority to discharge his office of a 
presbyter, till he had received also the 
bases of hands. 


The Sei dicts then, ssi which Ghaise 
tian ministers deliver their message, 1s 
M 2 
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derived from God. The original appoint- 
ment is from him, and he has secured the 
continuance of: the office till the end of 
time, by the delegation of authority to 
ordain others to the priesthood in an un- 
broken succession. So that for the regu- 
lar discharge’ and full efficiency of the 
priesthood, there must be besides an in- 
ward call, or influence.of the Holy Ghost 
upon the mind, the outward investiture of 
authority by the ‘* laying on the hands of 
the presbytery.” (I. Tam.iv. 14). And how- 
ever Christianity may have been blended 
with different forms of civil government, 
yet the Divine institution of the ministry 
remains unshaken. ‘The kingdom of Jesus 
is not of this world; and as his spzretual 
appointments derive no authority nor digni- 
ty from human power, so. they require no 
support from: any alliance with the king- 
doms of the world. The government of 
the Church is. on the ‘ shoulders” of 
Christ (Isaiah ix. 6); and Christianity, as 
the religion of the heart, must endure, 
and must prosper, though renounced, and 
opposed, and persecuted by all the govern- 
ments of the earth. 
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It is our happiness to live in a land, 
where Christianity is recognized as the 
basis of the laws, and where the decent 
and. orderly ministration of the simple 
rites of the New Testament, is secured 
by a National Establishment... By many 
persons this Establishment is considered 
to be unfriendly to the promotion of vital 
godliness, and to be opposed to the spi- 
ritual nature of Christ’s kingdom; but. it 
is impossible to say how far irreligion 
would have overspread the Jand, were 
there no religious Establishment to secure 
at least the form of religion amongst us. 
The friends of piety and order have a 
rallying point to which they can always 
assemble, and under the expansive shelter 
of the Establishment, they may strive 
with Christian energy, to promote the in- 
terests of true religion. And if we look 
around us, we shall not find that the re- 
nunciation of an Establishment is any secu- 
rity against the introduction of error—and 
error of the worst kind. The rank weed 
of Socinianism has sprung up and. flou- 
rished chiefly without the pale of the 
National Church, or among those who 
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have first seceded from our Establishment. 
And this is not brought forward by way! of 
accusation, but to repel the assertion that 
a National Establishment is hostile to vital 
godliness. What were the consequences 
in a neighbouring country of the overturn- 
ing of altars? Was not every social’ obhi- 
gation dissolved? Was not the land laid in 
blood? Did not the same violence which 
burst the bonds of sacred institutions, also 
break asunder every bond which ‘united 
man to man, ‘and violated the dearest ' ties 
of consanguinity and brotherhood? 
Lote ¢ oss to: edtob walt fers 

The opposers of» National Establish- 
ments, require direct scriptural authority 
and command for such institutions. | But 
the Bible is given to direct our faith,’ and 
not to afford us instructions for all the 
minutiz of the discipline and order of a 
church. Much is necessarily left to be 
arranged according to particular circum- 
stances and conditions. On how many 
points of equal importance with that now 
under consideration, do all Christians act 
with decision, notwithstanding the silence 
of the Bible: No prohibition can be 
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shown, which forbids such institutions ; 
and surely this is as good an argument in 
defence of Establishments, as the want of 
a direct precept on the subject is any 
objection against them. In fulfilment. of 
Isaiah’s prophecy; kin gs have now become 
the ‘‘* nursing-fathers,”: and | queens the 
‘* nursine-mothers”’? of ‘the church, ‘‘ im- 
porting the assistance, submission, defer- 
ence,’ and veneration, that. the Gentiles 
and their kings and: queens should one day 
afford and pay to the Church of God.’’* | 


A National Establishment of religion 
may be maintained, without modifying 
any of the laws of the New Testament : 
“© My kingdom is not of this world,” is a 
divine declaration respecting the spiritual 
nature of the Church of God; and this 
declaration should become a sort of moral 
axiom to Christians in all matters con- 
nected with religion. But an Establish- 
ment which is founded for the preservation 
of unity in the great essential articles of 
faith, and for securing the decency, order, 
and solemnity of the worship of God, may 


* Lowth, 
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be conducted without infringing on, thie 
spiritual nature of religion. 
>a has ; “Ah ak eae 

The same Seripttiray that furnish us with 
our Christianity, inform us also that the 
government of the nations is of Divine 
appointment. And ought we not to re- 
joice when the providence of God _ has 
made the interests of one, subservient to 
those of the other? It 1s the glory of our 
Jand, that the safety of the State is con- 
sidered to be connected with the mainte- 
nance of religion amongst us. On this 
principle there is a union formed between 
Church and State ; and not on the suppo- 
sition, as some insinuate, that the Church 
cannot stand without the aid of the civil 
power. We know of no such compact as 
this ; the State holds no such pretensions ; 
the Church recognizes no such connection. 
There is but one head of the Church, as 
to its maintenance and security, even 
Christ; but then the visible Church on 
earth has to contend with the evil passions 
of men, and with much opposition ; and 
God is pleased to employ established go- 
vernments as means of promoting the wel- 
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fare of his Church militant, on earth. The 
fact is, that the State seeks safety and sta- 
bility from’ its union with the Church, and 
not the Church from its connection. with 
the State. We have a divine promise of 
the perpetuity of the Christian Church, 
and an assurance. from its. Divine Head, 
that <‘ the gates of hell, shall not prevail 
against it”? (Matt. xvi. 18); but we have 
no such. promise respecting any form of 
civil government; let, things, then, . be 
placed,.in, their proper, places, and. the 
weaker claim protection from the stronger. 
It will be, readily acknowledged, I sup- 
pose, by all, that Christian countries are 
the best governed. So long as Christi- 
anity is acknowledged, and appealed to as 
the foundation of all the laws of the State, 
the government will be mild and equitable. 
Christianity has a kindly influence. on all 
regulations, wherever its authority is sub- 
mitted to, and its spirit imbibed. 


It is untrue to affirm that a_ religious 
establishment must be supported by the 
sword. _No compulsion is used, because 
none is required. All employment of 
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force to constrain men to profess that they 
think alike, is foreign to the’ nature’ of 
Christianity ; but let not the right to es- 
tablish requirements, im order to maintain 
presses and peace; m contravened. 
sycbewedti ly oktober ey teaek ML pry sihel 
To argue from ‘the state of the first 
Christians, or the early condition of the 
Church, proves nothing against a Nati- 
onal Establishment; because it proves too 
much. ‘To affirm that because there was 
no religious Establishment in thé days of 
the Apostles, (and for very obvious reasons 
there could not be any), therefore there 
should be none in the present day, is the 
same thing as to say, that because there 
were no Bibles in circulation then, the 
modern practice of circulating them is 
erroneous. ‘The: early Christians were 
persecuted, but who will infer that perse- 
cution must now be the test of sincerity ! 


A change of circumstances necessarily 
requires a change in the government and 
discipline of Churches. There was no 
union between Church and State in the 
days of the Apostles, because light and 
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darkness cannot be more opposed: than 
Paganismiand Christianity. In: the early 
days of the religion of the New Testament, 
there were no Christian governments; but 
the religion of Jesus was tobe established 
and supported in ‘direct opposition’ to:the 
idolatrous rites and systems of the heathen 
world. But as soon as Christianity was 
embraced by the rulers of the world, a 
union immediately took place as a natural 
consequence. And this union was formed 
without any guilty compromise of: the 
essentials of religion. |The errors and 
corruptions ‘which succeeded, cannot. be 
legitimately traced up to this union as 
their source, but to the evil passions and 
depravity of man. ‘The best institutions 
are liable to be abused, because of the im- 
perfections of the present state. 


It is the favourite custom of those who 
disapprove of all National Establishments, 
to impute the introduction of every cor- 
ruption into the Church, to the union 
formed by Constantine* between the 


* Constantine began to reign A. D. 306, and reigned 31 years. 
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Church and State ; but evils of great mag- 
nitude had crept into the Church before 
the days of Constantine ; and the practice 
of Christians had become very lax, and 
open to censure. ‘Thus we find Cyprian* 
lamenting this degeneracy in his days. 
‘* It must be owned and confessed,” says 
he, ‘‘ that the outrageous and heavy ca- 
‘‘Jamity which has almost devoured our 
‘< flock, and continues to devour it to this 
‘day, hath happened to us because of 
‘‘our sins; since we keep not the way 
‘© of the Lord, nor observe his commands, 
‘* which were designed to lead us to salva- 
«tion. Christ our Lord fulfilled the will 
“of his Father, but we neglect the will 
‘of Christ. Our principal study is to 
‘* get money and estates; we follow after 
‘“* pride; we are at leisure for nothing but 
‘emulation and quarrelling, and have 
** neglected the simplicity of the faith. 
‘* We have renounced this world in words 
“only, and not in deed. Every one 
‘* studies to please himself and to displease 
others.” 


a 
_— 


* Presbyter of the Church of Carthage, A. D. 250. 
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‘In the establishment’ of the National 
Church in England, the secular concerns 
of the Church are directed and enforced 
by the civil power; but the articles of 
faith are supported, not by an appeal to 
the sword, but by the Word of God. Thus 
the decency and order of the public minis- 
tration of the sanctuary, are secured by 
the power of the civil magistrate ; and in 
fact all those who dissent from the Na- 
tional Establishment do not scruple to 
claim the same kind of protection. So 
far is the Established Church from wield- 
ing the sword of the magistrate, in per- 
secuting those who separate from its dis- 
cipline, that not only are all parties left to 
the appointment and regulation of their 
own mode of worship, but the State ex- 
tends the arm of its protection over all, 
without interfering in their articles of 
belief, provided they be not such as are 
manifestly dangerous to the civil com- 
munity. 


The advantages of a National Church 
as a rallying point, would be seen emi- 
nently in times of sedition. The anarchist 
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charges those who adhere to the faith; of 
the Scriptures with, bigotry, or he brands 
them with, the appellation of superstitious, 
or fanatics, because he knows that. obedi- 
ence to the lawful government. is identified 
with the cordial reception of the:doctrines 
of the Bible.. He first endeavours to shake 
men’s faith, and then he is in the way of 
weakening their allegiance. In, the pre- 
sent day we have seen this method adopted 
by the partizans of, rebellion and treason, 
The deist, is the precursor of the repub- 
lican., The Bible is; first openly scorned 
and ridiculed, and then the civil authority 
isattacked and attempted to be overthrown. 
Have we not seen the direful consequences 
of the united efforts; of the twin demons, 
impiety and sedition? Alas! that wretches 
who could devise such foul deeds of blood 
as have recently struck every heart with 
terror, should call England their native 
land!* As the admiration of the world, 
we might expect that our happiness and 
ink a would excite the envy of stran- 


* At the time this "Berhion was composed, ‘the atfotious 
conspiracy of Thistlewood and his associates in crime, had 
been recently detected and frustrated. 
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gers, and raise) the, hand. of foreign enemies 
against us, but must not every loyal man, 
every one worthy of the name of a Briton, 
exclaim/in the words of the Roman pa- 
triot, ‘* Hance tantam, tam exrtiosam, habert 
conpurationem A CIVIBUS nunguam putavi!’’* 
Whilst we ascribe, with gratitude, the dis- 
covery and frustration of the late black 
conspiracy, to the ever-watchful care of 
Divine Providence, may we not impute 
the very: limited number which. the fero- 
cious band included, and the small circle 
which bounded their machinations, to, the 
religious feeling which prevails so generally 
in this happy land... And what has tended 
to preserve and cherish this feeling, but 
the maintenance of the rites of Christianity 
among us by the protectmmg arm of the 
law. Hiteluad | 7 | 


The hallowed rites of religion, the pub- 
lic functions of its ministers, can be per- 
petuated only by a concurrence of the 
civil power. ‘The interests of Church and 
State are so identified, that what gives im- 
pulse to the one, imparts vigour to the 


* Cic. in Cat, |. iv. 3. 
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other ; any violence offered to one, reaches. 
the other also. The truly loyal man is a 
friend to religion. The truly pious man can- 
not be hostile to the Constitution. Our laws, 
famed over the breadth of the whole globe 
for their mild and humane spirit, and 
equitable administration, will become ‘ty- 
rannical edicts, and the enforcement. of 
them will be as chastisement by scorpions, 
whenever that fatal day (which heaven 
avert !) shall arrive, i which the Christian | 
religion shall cease to be the established re- 
ligion of the country, and its ministers be 
no longer protected in their sacred functi- 
ons, by the arm of our laws. ‘T’o the ac- 
knowledged authority of Christianity, we 
owe every thing that is dear to us as men, 
—valuable to us as members of society,— 
and cherished by us as expectants of im- 
mortality! ‘The sacred principles of reli- 
gion, we may conjure as the panoply of 
Britain,—to these principles we may com- 
mend all our civil rights, all our social 
enjoyments, ourselves and our children, 
““vitam omnium civium—muros atque urbis 
tecta.”* | Genuine Christianity is the only 


* Cic.. in'Catil. iv. 9. 
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rock which can withstand the torrent of 
blasphemy and sedition. Vital godliness 
can alone form the characters of men, as 
good and loyal citizens, obedient subjects, 
honest servants, upright men of business, 
kind and considerate masters, affectionate 
husbands, and faithful friends. And to 
promote all these desirable ends, it is 
necessary that the worship of God be sup- 
ported, the Scriptures read and explained, 
and the outward rules of morality en- 
forced; and these are provided for and 
secured by our National Church. Let 
then, all the friends of piety and social 
order, joi in the devout aspiration,— 


“ESTO PERPETUA!!!” 


We now sseaeil to offer a few observa- 
tions on the deep responsibility of the 
Christian minister,—which arises from the 
infinite value of the souls of men, and 
from ae nature of ey office. 


Lit. The fe abet value of the soul 
constitutes a part of this responsibility. 
The watchman’s vigilance is excited in- 
proportion to the value of the deposit 

N 
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committed to his care, and to the number 
and extent of the enemies to whose attacks 
that charge is exposed. The charge in- 
trusted to the Christian minister, is the 
care of the souls of men; and the adver- 
sary by whom this charge is threatened, is 
the accursed spirit... The malice and wiles 
of the powers of darkness are ever leagued 
against the souls of men, and are con- 
stantly operating with unwearied malig- 
nancy and activity. 


_ The worth of a human soul sets all cal- 
culation at defiance, and mocks every 
attempt to ascertain a standard of com- 
parative value. That. principle, whose 
duration is commensurate with eternity, 
becomes from such .a consideration, in- 
effably precious. To secure its welfare no 
care can be too. great, no anxiety too in- 
cessant, no diligence too much exerted. 
‘* What shall it profit a man,” said our 
Lord, “if he should gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul; or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
(Mark viii. 36, 37). The present is the 
only state of probation in which man will 
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be placed; the single opportunity of se- 
curing his soul’s welfare is here put into 
his hands, and’ on the improvement: or 
neglect of that opportunity, his unchange- 
able, his everlasting destiny depends. - 


The Romish doctrine of a purgatory, or 
intermediate state, in which the souls of 
men departed, were purified from the re- 
maining defilement of sin, and an expia- 
tory penance was performed to qualify the 
soul for admission into the celestial man- 
sions, while it tended to diminish the | 
value of the vicarious sufferings and death 
of Christ, operated also to damp the ener- 
cies of the minister in the discharge of his 
sacred functions. But the conviction that 
‘the redemption of the soul is precious, 
and that after death it ceaseth for ever.” 
(Psalm lix. 8),—that those whom he is 
addressing on subjects of infinite moment, 
are hastening to their final account—are 
soon to appear in the world of spirits to 
receive their linmutable sentence, that all 
are on the wings of time to the destinies 
of eternity, and that eternity to be spent 
in heaven or in hell,—such a conviction 

N 2 
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will prompt him to employ with diligence 
all the means that fall within the range of 
his abilities to save his own soul, and the 
“souls of those that hear him.” (I. Tim. 
iv. 16). This will make him ‘ apt to 
teach ne ready to ‘‘ be Bp tg in the cause 
of God (II. Cor. xii. 15); he will strive 
to ‘‘shake one world with the terrors of 
another ;” to some he will be a Boanerges, 
a ‘son of thunder;” and to others a 
a Barnabas, the “‘son of consolation” 
(Mark iii. 17. and Acts iy. 36); to all the 
faithful, the affectionate, the zealous pas- 
tor, ‘in meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves, if peradventure God 
will give them repentance, to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth.” (II. Tim. ii. 25). 


2nd. The nature of the cist office 
constitutes another ground of responsi- 
bility. This office is of Divine appoint- 
ment ; it embraces the care of souls ; and 
in the discharge of it the minister i is ame- 
nable to God. If it be required of a 
steward, that he should be found faithful, 
what must be the anxious diligence, the 
conscientious exertions, the constant watch- 
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fulness of him whose commission is from 
heaven! What diligent searching of the 
Scriptures, what earnest supplication to 
the Father of light, should characterize 
his public ministration, lest he should in- 
advertently fall under the weight of that 
curse denounced by inspired authority, 
against him who should pervert the Gospel 
of Christ. (Gal. i. 8). God forbid that 
any of us should so inconsistently, or neg- 
ligently, fill up the duties of our station, 
that any of our hearers should have cause 
to exclaim on the bed of death, or at the 
bar of God, “ No man cared for my soul /” 
(Psalm cxlu. 4). 


The office of a minister is compared in 
our text to that of a watchman. When a 
country is in danger of invasion from an 
enemy, all cannot watch, because they 
have various avocations to attend to; 
therefore some are selected and appointed 
to this particular station. So in regard 
to the ministry, they who officiate therein 
may justly be styled watchmen, “ they 
watch for souls” (Heb. xiii. 17.); they are 
to sound an alarm in the midst of -the 
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people, and to warn them of the evil and 
danger of sin, of the supreme importance 
of faith in Jesus Christ, for pardon, justi- 
fication, and eternal life, and of the neces- 
sity of observing every moral duty, in the 
various relations of subjects, citizens, and 
Christians. As watchmen they must be 
alert to detect every error, both of sen- 
timent and practice, among those com- 
mitted to their care; as shepherds, they 
must care for the flock, and lead them 
forth in the secure ways of piety and holi- 
ness, reproving the wayward, reclaiming 
the wanderers, and encouraging, and gently 
leading forward those that are young and 
timorous. : 


Under the law the priesthood was re- 
stricted, by Divine appointment, to the 
tribe of Levi; so also, under the Gospel, 
the true ministry is confined to those 
whom God has called and set apart for 
the arduous work. The only credentials 
which are valid to establish the authority 
of the Christian minister, are the inward 
call of the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
‘“by which he is on good grounds per- 
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suaded”* that it is his duty to exert him- 
self in promoting the eternal salvation of 
mankind, and the regular investiture of 
the office by the solemn service of ordina- 
tion. When God demands, “ Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?” (Isaiah vi. 
8.) how can we reply, ‘* Here am I, send 
me,” unless we feel a deep conviction that 
God has inclined our hearts to labour iu 
the office of the ministry,—a consciousness 
of the solemnity of the charge, and an af- 
fectionate concern for the souls of them, 
over whom we are ‘‘ made overseers!” 
Heavy the guilt of him who has put his 
shoulder to the ark, without being of the 
number of the spiritual Levites! If Nadab 
and Abihu were consumed for offering 
strange fire before the Lord (Lev. x. 1—3.), 
what more fearful punishment will fall on 
the head of those who assume the office of 
shepherds over Christ’s flock, but whom 
the “* Chief Shepherd” hath not called to 
the charge ; and to whom, although they 
may have prophesied in his name, he will 
say at the awful day of judgment, ‘* De- 


* Ordination Service. 
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part from me, I never knew you!” (Mat. 
vil. 23). 


But the responsibility of the Christian 
ninistry, proceeds not only from its being 
an office delegated from heaven, but from 
its embracing also the care of souls. Mi- 
nisters of churches are in the New Testa- 
ment called angels, because of the benign 
nature of the message which they proclaim 
to man. Angels are sent on errands of 
mercy, to bear glad tidings, and to minis- 
ter to the wants of the heirs of salvation 
(Heb. i. 14.); so the angels, or servants, 
in the charge of the ministry, should be 
distinguished. by zeal for the glory of God, 
and by readiness to do good to man, The 
heart of the Christian minister, should 
expand in love for all mankind; his ex- 
ertions must necessarily be confined to a 
few, but his prayers will include the whole 
family of man. He will desire that all 
should be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and that ‘‘ peace and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety,’ 
should reign within the precincts of the 
fold of God. ‘* Blessed is that servant, 
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whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall 
find so doing.” (Matt. xxiv..46). Happy 
is that servant, who at the close of his 
ministration, can adopt the triumphant 
language of the Apostle, and can appeal 
to his charge in witness, that he has ‘‘ kept 
back nothing that was profitable,” but has 
testified to all the necessity of ‘‘ repent- 
ance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ,’—that he has not 
** shunned to declare all the counsel of 
God,” and can take them to record, that 
he is ‘‘ pure from the blood of all men.” 
(Acts xx. 20—27). 


The revelation of the sacred Scriptures 
is given to men, as rational, as account- 
able, as immortal creatures; and we are 
to apply the truths of the Bible as adapted 
to men in each of these characters. We 
must address men as rational beings ; we 
have to do with their judgments, their af- 
fections, their understandings, their wills. 
Every argument to convince men, every 
motive to persuade them, every invitation 
to allure them, every encouragement to 
animate them, is to be employed. The 


186 VISITATION SERMON. 


understandings of men must be enlighten- 
ed, to preserve them from error,—their 
charities awakened, to defend them from 
bigotry,—their judgments convinced, to 
keep them from treating sacred things 
with indifference and contempt, —their 
wills must be subdued, and imclined to 
the cause of God and truth, to make them 
lead holy and obedient lives,—their affec- 
tions must be guided and directed to the 
important objects of the Gospel, that they 
may be protected from the follies of super- 
stition, and the errors of fanaticism. In 
this manner God is pleased, through the 
agency of his Spirit, to render the instruc- 
tions from the pulpit subservient to the 
conversion and edification of men. 


The care of souls includes also, a regard 
to every thing that may subserve their 
spiritual good. Nothing is to be neglected 
from which some profitable lessons may 
be derived. Every passing event, every 
remarkable occurrence in the course of 
the providential administration of the 
world, must be seized and improved. 
When the spirit is humbled by adversity, 
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or the heart softened by the hand of afflic- 
tion, the mind is in a degree prepared to 
receive the truths of the Gospel. These 
seasons are the ‘‘ mollia tempora fandi,” 
which the Christian minister must anxi- 
ously improve ; in such circumstances his 
words become ‘‘ ema arspon7a,” winged words, 
reaching the heart and the conscience. 


As men, we feel an interest in all that 
concerns our common nature ; as citizens 
we are interested in all national events,— 
in every thing that affects the prosperity 
of the State ; but as ministers of God, we 
are connected with passing occurrences by 
a closer and more intimate tie. Events 
are highly important only in so far as they 
have a relation to the interests of another 
world.—W hatever affects the present con- 
dition of man, may have some degree of 
influence on his spiritual welfare. It is of 
consequence in what manner he bears suf- 
fering, or employs the blessings of Provi- 
dence. The great end of man’s existence 
is to glorify God; and this may be done 
in every situation, and under every cir- 
cumstance ; and it 1s one great design of 
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the Christian ministry, to point out these 
occasions, and assist men in the right im- 
provement of them. 


Finally. The responsibility of the Chris- 
tian minister arises further from the consi- 
deration that he is amenable to God. Far 
be it from me, my Reverend Brethren, to 
stand here as your instructor upon a sub- 
ject, on which you all must be equally well, 
if not better, informed than myself. I have 
no such pretension in the solemnity of the 
appeal, which I have this day made on the 
responsibility of our sacred trust. But 
when I consider that the times in which 
we live, are times of no common charac- 
ter,—when I see the land still in a degree 
overhung with the clouds of sedition, and 
the seeds of anarchy and infidelity scattered 
with a too diligent hand, I cannot think 
the present moment altogether irrelevant, 
to urge each other with more than usual 
seriousness to our work of labour and of 
love; especially when the last division of 
my subject presses upon me with such 
awful importance. ‘*‘ When I say unto 
the wicked man, ‘O wicked man, thou 
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shalt surely die,’ if thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that wick- 
ed man shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at thy hand.” 


The constant recollection that he is ac- 
countable to God, will make the Christian 
minister ‘‘ instant in season, out of sea- 
son” (II. Tam. iv. 2), warning and exhort- 
ing men ‘‘ whether they will hear, or 
or whether they will forbear.” (Ezek. ii. 7). 
The hardened neglect of some, the con- 
temptuous scoffing of others, will not dis- 
courage him so as to damp his well-regu- 
lated zeal; his soul will mourn over such 
characters in secret, and he will pour 
forth his earnest supplications for them, 
and ‘‘ pray God, if perhaps the, thought 
of their hearts may be forgiven.” (Acts 
vili. 22). He will redouble his diligence, 
because as God is pleased to make use of 
means. in the government of the world, 
and in communicating spiritual blessings 
to men, he cannot tell which may prosper | 
“this or that.” (Eccles. ix. 6). He will 
never be ‘‘ weary in well doing” (Gad. 
vi. 9), under the impression that. as the 
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most learned and most eloquent preacher 
can effect no benefit without the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, so the weakest may, 
by the aid of that influence, do much 
good. 


The remembrance of the account which 
we must shortly give unto God of our 
stewardship, should’ form a part of the’ 
habitual impressions of our minds. It 
should induce a constant desire and study, 
that our whole conduct may be an ex- 
ample (I. Tim. iv. 12),—our “ conversa- 
tion” such “as it becometh the Gospel of 
Christ” (Philp. 1. 27),—our pursuits such 
as are sanctioned by the Word of God,— 
our motives such as will bear a constant 
appeal to the ‘Searcher of all hearts” 
(I. Chron: xxviii. 9),—our aim and object’ 
the glory of God, and the spiritual welfare’ 
of those committed to our charge. ‘* And 
who is sufficient for these things?” (II. Cor. 
ii. 16). Mere human ability sinks beneath 
the weight of duties so important—obli- 
gations so solemn. To Him alone, by 
whom the charge is given, and to whom 
an account of the manner in which it is 
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executed must be rendered—to Him we 
must look for aid and strength equal to 
our duties. 


May the Lord of life and glory, the 
Giver of all good, so qualify us for the 
important office in which we are engaged, 
that we may dispense with benefit to. his 
people the word of life ;—that when any 
come to us hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness (Matt. v. 6), we may. be en- 
abled to. break to them the ‘‘ bread: of 
life’”’ (John vi. 35), and ** draw water” for 
them ‘out of the wells. of salvation”’ 
(Isaiah xii. 3) ;—when any are sorrowing 
and mourning on account of sin, ‘we 
may be able to comfort them by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God” (II. Cor. i. 4) ;—when any 
are wounded with the arrows of a guilty 
conscience, and are distressed with a 
** godly sorrow” for their transgressions, 
we may pour into their souls the ‘‘ balm 
of Gilead” (Jerem. viii. 22) ;—when any 
are perplexed or troubled on account of 
trials and difficulties, we may speak to 
them the words which are profitable for 
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direction and instruction. ‘Thus may we 
‘‘ preach the Word, reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort, with all long-suffering and doctrine, 
—do the work of an evangelist, and make 
full proof of our ministry” (IL. Tim: iv. 
Q—5); that when the time of our de- 
parture is at hand, we may be able to say 
with the testimony of an approving con- 
science, ‘‘I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give unto me 
at that day.” Amen. (II. Tem. iv. 7, 8). 


THE END. 
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Cook, J. H. Esq. Lewisham, Kent. — 

Copsey, Mr. D. Braintree, 3 copies. 

Corder, Miss, Coggeshall. 

Cawston, Mr, ditto, 

Challis, Mr. J, Trinity Colas Cambridge. 

Crosse, Rev. E, Colchester. 

Cartwright, Mr. J. C, Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Cautley, Rev, G. W. Kelvedon, 

Clarryvince, Rev. J. Master of the +8 ‘Grammar 
School, Woodbridge. | 

Comer, Lieut. R.N, Harwich. RRND | 

Charrington, H. Esq. Wood-Hatch, sia Surrey. 

Collins, R, F. Esq, Yoxford, Suffolk. 

Clay, Mr. W, K. Greenwich, 

Coe, Mrs, Clare, 

Croughton, S. Esq. Clare. 

Carss, Mrs. Great Welthenham, Suffolk. 

Corsellis, Rev. F, Rector of Layer Marney. 

Collignon, Mrs. Woodbridge. , 

Cocksedge, M, T, Esq, St. Edmund's Hill, Bury. 


D. 
Tne Hon. ann Ricut Rev. roe Lorp Bisnor or’ 
DuRHAN, 
Driffield, Rev, W. W. Rector of Erwarton and South. 
church, 3 copies. 
Driffield, Rev. C. G, T. Vicar of Piudeat Lancashire, 
Driffield, Rev. J. Maldon. | 
Duddell, Rev. J. Rector of Wormington, Gloucester- 
shire, 2 copies, 
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Dalton, Rev. C. Vicar of Kelvedon. 

Dalton, W. Esq. Bury St. Edmund’s. Mi wd 
Dolphin, Rev. J. Rector of Wakes Colne.) 
Dakins, Rev. J. Rector of St. James’s, Colchester. 
Daniels, J. Esq. Witham. ai 

Dunn, Rev. J. S. Kelvedon, 6 copies. 

Dunn, Rev. S, Mayland, _ 

Dick, Capt, R. N. Saling. heel 

Dennis, Rev. M. G. White Notley. 

Dennis, Rev. N. R. 

Dean, Capt. Harwich. 

Deck, Mr. R. Ipswich, 2 copies. 

Derrick, Mr. Greenwich. 

Drew, Mr. F. H. Hammersmith. 


E. 
Elwes, Lieut.-Gen. Stoke College. 
Escreet, Rev. J. Stisted. 
Ede, Lieut. R.N. Harwich, 
Edwards, T. Esq. Melford. 
Eagle, Mr. Surgeon, Coggeshall. 
Evans, Mr. J. ditto. 


¥. 
Fisher, Rev. C. Rector of Ovington and Tilbury. 
Fisher, Rev. , Weeley. 
Fairhead, Miss S. A. Cressing. 
Franks, Mr. Coggeshall. 
Finch, Mrs. ditto. 
Fairchild, Mrs, ditto, 
Fairhead, Mr. Bradwell. 
Franks, Mr. G. London. 
Fletcher, Mr. W. Woodbridge. 
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G. 
His Grace tHe Duke ov Gravrron, 2 copies... 
Tue Hon, anp Ricgur Rey, rne, Lorp) Bisnop. or 
GLOUCESTER, 
Goodrich, Bartlett, Esq. Saling Gao’, 2 coples.. 
Griggs, J, Esq. Messing. 
Gretton, Major, Coggeshall. 
Gretton, P, Esq. Colchester. 
Garrett, Rev. J. Asheldam. 
Godfrey, Mr. Surgeon, Coggeshall. 
Gurling, Miss, Kelvedon. _ 
Garnham, Capt. Bury. 
Garnham, Mrs. Rougham, 
Gibbon, Mr. W. Roxwell, 


Hi, 
Harvey, Admiral Sir E, M. P. &e. 
Hanbury, R. Esq. London, 2 copies. 
Hanbury, Osgood, jun. Esq. ditto, 2 copies. 
Hanbury, C. Esq. Halsted, 3 copies. 
Hale, Rev. H. Rector of Messing. 
Honywood, E. Esq. Sibton, Kent. 
Hare, Capt. Harwich. 
Hopkins, J. Esq. ditto. 
Harrison, Mrs, E, Kelvedon. 
Harrison, J. H. Esq. Copford Hall, 2 copies. 
Hoblyn, Rev, R. Rector of All Saints, Colchester. 
Hutton, Rev. H. Rector of Beaumont cum Mose. 
Hills, P. Esq. Colne Park, 
Hasted, Rev. H. Bury St. Edmunds, 
Harrington, J. Esq, M. D. Stow Hill, Hartest, Suffelk. 
Hawkins, Mr. D.S. Burnham, 2 copies. 
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Herbert, Mr. Coggeshall, 
Hunwick, Mary, ditto. 

Houghton, Mr. J. ditto. 

Hawkins, Mr. J. Burnham. 
Howard, Mr. R. Great Tey. 
Harrison, Mr. R, London Hospital. 


I. &h: 
Isaacson, Mr. J. Clare. 
Johnson, Mr, J. W. London Hospital. 


K. 
Kirkham, Mr. Coggeshall. 
Kent, Mr. ditto, 2 copies, 
King, Mr. Messing. 


L. 
Leigh, Rev. T. Rector of Wickham Bishops. 
Lawson, Rev. C. Needham Market. 
Lockwood, Mrs. Coggeshall. 
Lockwood, Miss H. Little Tey. 
Libbard, Miss, Burnham. 
Loder, Mr. J. Woodbridge. 


M. 
Melville, the Hon, and Rev. R. Rector of Great Tey. 
Maclean, Sir L. M. D. Sudbury. 
Maclean, A. Esq, M. D. Colchester. 

Musgrave, Rev. C. ditto. 
Marsh, Rev. W, Vicar of St. Peter’s, Colchester, 3 
copies. | 

Matthews, Mr. Kelvedon. 
Mapletoft, R. Esq. Stansted, 
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Mills, J. F. Esq. Colchester. 
Maitland, Mrs. ditto. 

Mallet, J. B. Esq. Ipswich. 
Mathew, Col. Pentlow Hall, 3 copies. 
Mathew, Mrs. ditto. 

Mathew, H. Esq. Calcutta. 
Mathew, Mrs. H. ditto. 

Mathew, Miss Helen Maria, ditto. 
Mathew, Mr. F. Woodbridge. 
Mathew, Miss, Bury St. Edmunds. 
Moy, Mr. J. Coggeshall. 
Moorcroft, Mr. ditto. 


N. 
Tre Ricut Rey. tHe Lorp Bisnor or Norwicu. 
Nottidge, Rev. J. T. Ipswich 
Nottidge, Josias, Esq. Rose Hill, Wixoe, Suffolk. 
Norman, Rev. C. Manningtree. 
Norman, Rev. H. ditto. 
Newman, Rev. J. Vicar of Witham. 
Newman, Mr. Surgeon, Kelvedon. 
Nix, Mr. J. H. Burnham. 
Nichols, Mr. Organist, Coggeshall. 
Nichols, Mrs. Chelsea. 


O. 
Oakes, O. R. Esq. Bury St. Edmunds. 
Oakley, Mr. Coggeshall. 
Oliver, Mrs. Melford House, Suffolk. 


P. 
Page, Rev. R. L. Rector of Pantfield, 2 copies. 
Pochin, Rev. W. Rector of Little Cornard, Suffolk. 
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Pemberton, Rev. J. Rector of Foxearth. © 
Preston, Rev. G. Rector of Lexden. 
Parker, J. O. Esq. Chelmsford. 

Poley, Rev. W. W. Hartest Place, Suffolk. 
Poley, G. Esq. Boxted Hall. 

Pearce, Mr. Kelvedon. 

Pattisson, Mr. C. Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 
Page, Mr. W. London. 

Pawson, Rev. G. Rector of Little sige 
Page, Mr. A. Coggeshall. 

Payze, Mrs. ditto. 


R. 
Rushbrooke, Col. Rushbrooke Hall, Suffolk. 
Ruggles, Mrs. Spain’s Hall, Essex. 
Ruggles, J. Esq. Clare. 
Rodwell, W. Esq. Ipswich. 
Round, C. Esq. Colchester. 
Roddam, G. Esq. M. D. ditto. 
Roper, Mrs. Woodbridge. | 
Robinson, Mrs. Burnham, — 
Rivington, Messrs. F. and C. London, 12 copies. 
Rankin, Mr. J. Coggeshall. 
Ray, Mr. J. R. Clare. 
Rush, Mr. Messing. 


S. 
Strutt, J. H. Esq. M. P. Terling Place. 
Seale, Rev. J. B. D. D. Rector of Stisted. 
Sadler, Rev. W. Great Horkesley. 
Stevens, H, Esq. Melford, Suffolk. 
Scott, Rev. T. sen. Bromley, Kent. 
Scott, Rev. T. Burnham, 2 copies. 
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Sparrow, T. G, Esq. Gosfield Place. 

Stevens, S. Esq. Clare. 

Saunder, Mrs. Londons — 

Saunder, J. C. Esq. ditto. 

Squire, Rev. E. Master of the Free Grathube: School, 
Felsted. | 

Sawer, J. Esq. Coggeshall. . 

Skingley, H. Esq. ditto, 

Seex, Mr. ditto. | 

Scalé, Rev. B. Vicat of Braintree. . 

Syer, Rev. B. Vicar of Guestingthorpe: 

Stuart, Mr. C. E. Colchester. 

Seaman, Mr. ditto. 

Swinborne, Mr. W. Coggeshall. 

Swinborne and Walter, Messrs. Colchester, 12 copies: 

Spurgeon, Mr. London. | | 

Slout, Mrs. Coggeshall. . 

Stammers, R. Esq. Castle Hedingham. 


iv 
Trollope, Rev. A. W. D.D. Rector of Colne Engain, 
&e. 2 copies. 
Taylor, Rev. G. Ashen. 
Torin, R. Esq. Kelvedon. 
Taylor, Mr. J. P. Surgeon, Earl’s Colne. 
Taylor, Mr. H. B. Clare, 2 copies, 
Taylor, Mr. Coggeshall. 
Todd, Mrs. London. 
Theodoric, Mr. Kelvedon. 


W. 
Wilberforce, W. Esq. M. P. 
Wildman, J. B. Esq. M. P. 

P 
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Wordsworth, Rey. C. D. D. Master of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

Walford, Mrs. Little Bardfield Hall. 

Weston, Col. Poslingford Park, Suffolk. 

Walford, J. Esq. Gower Street, London. 

Walford, T. Esq. Birdbrook. 

Wilson, G. Esq. Yoxford. 

White, R. M. Esq. Coggeshall, 2 copies. 

White, Mrs. ditto. 

Wix, Rev. S. Rector of Inworth, &e. 2 copies. 

Wallace, Rev. J. M. Rector of Great Braxted. 

Wilby, T. Esq. London. 

Westerman, Rev. J. Vicar of Finchingfield. 

Ward, Rev. W. Rector of Great Horkesley. 

White, G. W. Esq. St. John’s College, Cambridge. 

Wright, Rev. T. Rector of Claydon, Bucks, &e. 

Witherden, Mr. J. Coggeshall. 
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@Aorks lately published 


By F. C. and J. Rivineton, 62, St. Paul’s Church-yard, 
and 3, Waterloo Place. 


i. 
I, 
SERMONS 


ON INTERESTING SUBJECTS, 
Selected and abridged from the Works of Archbishop Tillotson; 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


Some Memorials of his Lifeand Character. By the Rev. Joun Daxins, 
Rector of St. James’s, Colchester.—-2 Vols. 8vo. £1. 


I. 
SERMONS, 


Selected and abridged from the Works of Bishop Beyperidge ; 


To which are added some Memorials of his Life. By the Rev. Jonn 
Daxtns, Rector of St. James’s, Colchester.--2 Vols. 8vo. 18s. 


Ill. 
SERMONS 
On the Public Means of Grace, the Fasts and Festivals of the 
Church ; Scripture Characters, &c. &c. 
BY THE LATE 
RIGHT REV. THEODORE DEHON, D.D. 


Bishop of the Pratestant Episcopal Church for the Diocese of South 
Carolina.—2 Vols. 8vo. £1..1..0. 


IV. 


THE CLERICAL GUIDE; or, ECCLESIAS- 
~TICAL DIRECTORY : 


Containing a complete Register of the Prelates and other Dignitaries of 
the Church: a List of all the Benefices in England and Wales, arranged 
alphabetically in their several Counties, Dioceses, Archdeaconries, &c. 
The names of their respective Incumbents, the Year wherein they 
were instituted, the Population of the Parishes, Value of the Livings, 
Names of the Patrons, &c. &c. And an Appendix, containing alpha- 
betical Lists of those Benefices which are in the Patronage of the Crown, 
the Bishops, Deans, and Chapters, and other Public Bodies. A New 
Edition, carefully corrected. Royal 8vo. £1,.2..0, 
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